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Hello everyone, we hope that you are enjoying this beautiful 

fall season! As we are embracing our “Stewardship Challenge” 

sermon series, we have come to understand that we all have 

our own views and opinions regarding prayer. What role does 

prayer play in your life? There is no wrong answers or                         

scoring- this is purely for self- assessment. 
 

Rate the following from 1 to 5, with 1 being                                 

“Strongly Disagree” to 5 being “ Strongly Agree”: 

1. I believe God listens and speaks to me. 

 1 2  3  4  5 

2. Prayer is an important part of my life. 

 1  2  3  4  5 

3. When I pray, I mostly ask God for something. 

 1  2  3  4  5 

4. I pray, but I really don’t expect an answer or response. 

 1  2  3  4  5 

5. I believe there is something God wants me to do. 

 1  2  3  4  5 

6. I believe God wants me to live a certain way. 

 1  2  3  4  5 

 



Contact Information 

www.mtpoconoumc.org 

Church Office:  

(570) 839-9902 

mpumcpa@gmail.com  

9 a.m.-2 p.m.          

Monday-Friday   
 

KDO Preschool            

(570) 839-1646 

 kdops@ptd.net 
 

Rev. Jen Miller        

Office Hours: 9-2 p.m. 

Monday-Wednesday 

rev.jmiller@outlook.com 
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Place a check mark beside the different ways you have prayed 

in the last thirty days. 

___Gratitude and thanks               ___ for guidance and direction 

___help in the midst of crisis        ___ for forgiveness 

___my or someone else’s health  ___ for family and friends 

___ in simple silence with no expectation 
 

What did this exercise tell you about your own practice of               

prayer? Experiment with Timing Over the next two days, pick 

different times and situations with which to experiment using 

as your five-to-ten minute prayer time. Begin with a few                  

moments of gratitude and them ask God, “What do you want 

me to do today? Speak to me.” Then be in silence and listen. 
 

Try each applicable times and situations below: 

•  Five to ten minutes first thing in the morning 

•  In the shower 

•  In the car, with the radio off or no music 

•  Over lunch, go for a walk 

•  Use your exercise time 

•  Take five to ten minutes before you go to bed 
 

Read the story of Abram in Genesis 12:1-4. Read the passage 

slowly to yourself once, and then read it again out loud. 
 

The Lord said to Abram, “ Leave your land, your family, and your 

father’s household in the land that I will show you. I will make 

of you a great nation and will bless you. I will make your name 

respected, and you will be a blessing. I will bless those who 

bless you, those who curse you I will curse; all the families of 

the earth will be blessed because of you.” Abram left just as the 

Lord told him, and Lot went with him. Now Abram was 75 years 

old when he left Haran.  
 

Is there a particular word or phrase that speaks to you or strikes 

you as particularly meaningful? Why might that be? How do 

you suppose Abram felt or thought when God told him to 

leave? What about when God promised Abram he will be a 

blessing to all people? 
 

PB&J ( Peace, Blessings, & Joy), 

Pastor Jen 

mailto:mpumcpa@gmail.com
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Its Christmas Cookie time again!  The Bell Choir will be doing its annual Christmas 
Cookie Sale again on December 18th 2022.  Again, this year we will be taking                  
preorders only.  All of the cookies are homemade and the monies support the bell 
choir for purchase of equipment, music, and repairs.  If you have holiday events and 
are too busy or too tired to make your own cookies, let us take that burden off your 
mind!  And, if you are a baker you know the price of ingredients now a days...this 
price is a steal for homemade cookies!  Complete the order form by December 11th 
and drop it at the church and we will have homemade cookies at the church for you 
on December 18th.  Put any special requests like special packaging or a particular 
cookie you want or if you need them a little early or later and we will do our best to 
accommodate.  Thanks, for your support. 
Wendy Gross 
Bell Choir Director 
570-977-1798 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
BELL CHOIR COOKIE ORDER FORM 
The Bell Choir will be doing its Christmas Cookie Sale again this year.  The pre-orders 
worked so well last year that once again, we are going to do Pre-Orders only.  Orders 
are due by December 11th 2022.  Please complete the following information and put 
into the offering plate, drop it at the church office or give to Wendy Gross:  
 

NAME_________________________________________________ 
 
How many DOZEN cookies? _________________@ $5.00/dozen 
 
How many DOZEN Welsh Cookies?____________@ $6.00/dozen 
 
Total amount due____________                            PAID___ 
 
Special requests: (i.e. all one type, or no choc chip, or 2 doz. per package, etc.)  
______________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________ 
For additional information contact Wendy Gross at 570-977-1798 



I make a difference, and so 

do you: We invite you to 

get involved in the life of 

your church.  We have 

many opportunities                   

available in small groups, 

missions and other                        

ministries. This is a great 

way for you to get                         

connected to people with 

similar interests and beliefs. 

Participation in your church 

makes all the difference in 

the life of the church. 

See the welcome table in 

the Welcome Center to see  

a few ways you can get             

involved 
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Advent is a time that as Christians we 
use to prepare our hearts for the             
birth of Jesus. For the past two years, 
my family has also used advent as a 
time of  giving back to God for the gift 
of life that He gave to our family. In 
July of 2020, my niece Brianna was in 
a severe car accident, she was not                  
expected to live.  However, God had a 
very different plan. Through the                
prayers of countless people, Brianna 
went from being nonresponsive in a 
coma to making a full recovery.                  
During those months, our family had                        
received so much love and support 
from not only  family and friends but 
from strangers as well. As we           
approached that first Christmas after 
Brianna’s accident having already 
been given the best gift                     
possible, the miracle of having                   
Brianna with us, our family wanted to 
give back to others. This is where the 
idea of a Reverse Advent Journey               

began. Many of us are familiar with 
Advent Calendars where you peel 
open a little tab and reveal something 
for each day whether it be a piece of 
chocolate or a little trinket. In a                
reverse advent calendar, you are             
giving something instead of receiving. 
This year marks our third year of our 
Journey to Advent. Once again, I                
invite you to join our family.  If you 
choose to join us, each day you will 
receive a daily devotion along with a 
requested food item. As we journey 
through advent, we will be                          
preparing our hearts for the birth of 
Jesus, but we will also have a gift to 
present at Jesus’ birth. At the end of 
advent, your box of food will be               
donated to our church. Even if you are 
not able to make an advent food box, 
I still invite you to participate and             
receive the daily blessing of God’s 
word. I will share the Journey to                  
Advent on Facebook. However, if you 
are interested in participating and do 
not have access to Facebook, please 
contact the church office by                          
November 18 so you can receive the 
daily devotion through your email.   

     Journey to Advent  
                                                               by Tammy Drugatz  

Rummage sale: November 11th  and 12th.    

Set up will Start Tuesday,  

November 8th at 2pm and go thru                

Thursday November 10th.  

The sale will be Friday 9-4 & Sat 9-3. 

Help is needed with setting up prior to sale, day of sales, 

baked goods, and clean up.   

Contact Wendy Gross with any questions and availability 



On November 20th we will have an opportunity to make a financial 
commitment to our church’s ministry for the coming year. These              
commitments are important to each one of us and to the church. It is 
important to us because it is a statement of our thanks to God for the 
difference God has made in our lives and a commitment to use our         
giving as a spiritual practice with the expectation that God will use our 
generosity in the coming year. It is also important for those who                  
manage the church’s budget to plan carefully for the support of our 
ministries. Commitment cards will be mailed to you and also be 
available at the church on November 13th . We will have a time in the 
worship service on the 20th when we will be able to dedicate our  
commitments to respond to God’s generosity. 
 
Our giving commitment is an act of worship in which we have an                 
opportunity to dedicate our commitments for the support of our 
church’s ministry in 2023. It is understood that these are good faith 
commitments that can be changed either up or down any time during 
the year to reflect any change in your circumstances. 
 
Our commitments are extremely important to the committees and 
council as they develop a budget that will make a difference in the lives 
of those our church serves. Our gifts are more than the money we give 
to the church. They are an expression of our generosity and                            
expectation that God will use our gifts as one of the ways we can                   
engage in the spiritual practice of giving. We invite you to prayerfully 
consider what your offering to God through our church will be in the 
coming year and prepare to fill out your commitment card, and bring it 
forward at the conclusion of the worship service on November 20th . 

Giving All to Support 
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Communion Offering 

Our Communion Offering 

for the first Sunday in                 

November will be: 

United Methodist                  

Student Sunday 

This offering provides                

scholarships and student 

loans for United                   

Methodist Students.                                         

Thank you for making a              

significant contribution to 

educating our future 

leaders with your                   

support. 

Offering envelopes will be 

in our worship bulletins. 

You can also send in your                

communion offering to 

the church office.  So, 

please if you can support 

this through your                          

communion offering,  

it will be greatly                            

appreciated. 

 Thank you so much and 

God bless you 

We Celebrate Each Other        
 

We rejoice that two families recently             
celebrated the 70th Birthday of                   

George Kalarikkal by donating to our 
church.  This showed love and outreach 

to our friend and support for our church.   

What could be better?    
Hope you had a Happy Birthday, George!!  



Attention 

 Weis Shoppers! 

                                                
Did you know that 
when you shop at Weis 
Markets and turn in                  
your receipts to our 
church, we can receive 
a one percent refund                                                 
on eligible items?                                                 
From Weis! Our thanks 
to Sandy Capone                                       
for continuing this  
program.                                             
 
There is a collection 
box in the Welcome 
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Altar flowers are available 

for special occasions or to 

memorialize loved ones.                        

Vases are $35.00 each. 

Please make checks payable 

to the church. 

Please sign up by emailing  

the church office at 

mpumcpa@gmail.com  

Hanging of the Greens:  

November 23rd  

Saturday, November 23rd at 10 a.m. we 

will be  decorating the Church  for the 

Advent Season and Christmas. 

 

Please come on up and lend a helping hand! Let's 

brighten up our worship spaces with the colors and                     

visuals of the season. All are welcome. 

 

Many hands make light work!  

Christmas Eve Services:  

 10 a.m. Family Service 

& 11 p.m. Candlelight Service  

mailto:mpumcpa@gmail.com
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Please join us every second Sunday of the month at our 11:00               

service for our Children’s Church.  

 

 This month the Children will be November 13th 

 

We will have the children participate  

throughout the service.   

Stay after the service for a snack!  
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Children’s Choir 

Come sing with us! 

We believe that all                   

children are creative and 

musical and should have 

the opportunity to                      

develop these gifts. 

 

 

 Our children's choir seeks 

to inspire a love of music 

in children. The Children's 

choir will meet on  Fridays 

at 5:30 p.m.   

No auditions are required 

and all children in are               

welcome.   

 

  

Children's Service  
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Scholastic Books 
Make Great Gifts! 

Books ship directly 
to your home.  Shop 
Our Class Page: 
https://
or-
ders.scholastic.com
/M7VWH. 

 Class Code - 
M7VWH  

 Order Due Date -
11/15/22  

 

With a $25 order, 
you can pick a FREE 
$5 Book (use code: 

READS).  

All orders earn 
FREE Books for our 
school. Thank you 
for your support! 

 

 
 

KDO Highlights 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Left: Carissa points 
out her self-portrait.  

 
Below: Camille is 

learning her numbers!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Food Drive for the 
Church Panty 

KDO families are 
asked to bring   
non-perishable  

food to help folks in 
need. 

https://orders.scholastic.com/M7VWH
https://orders.scholastic.com/M7VWH
https://orders.scholastic.com/M7VWH
https://orders.scholastic.com/M7VWH
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MT POCONO. UMC 

FOOD PANTRY 

 Food Pantry needs  

Cooking oil 

Canned fruit 

Canned Meats                            

(tuna, chicken, vienna                  

sausages, etc) 

Peanut Butter & Jelly 

Cereal 

Instant Mash Potatoes 

Tea /Drink Mixes 

Salad Dressings 

Can openers (non-electric)  

We can always use cash   

donations to buy gift 

cards so that people 

may purchase dairy, fruit 

and perishable items that 

we cannot store. 
 

If you would like to make a 

donation make your check 

out to Pastor's Discretionary 

Fund and in the memo                 

section write FOOD PANTRY 

and we will apply                              

it for this need. 
 

Thank you for your                       

faithfulness and we will post 

information regarding                    

future needs.   
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DECEMBER 11, 2022 1 TO 3 p.m. 
To serve 250 people who will attend this free luncheon we will need help with three things:   

donations of food, volunteers, and financial contributions. It is important for us to have                   

commitments by Sunday,  December 4th.  
 

FOOD DONATIONS NEEDED 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

     
 
 
 
  

VOLUNTEERS 
1.SUNDAY morning December 11th at 9:30- set up Covenant Hall  

2. SUNDAY - Three,  2 hour shifts [10-12, 12-2, 2-4]  

     A.KITCHEN WORKERS             B. SERVING STATIONS - Food, Beverages, Dessert  

     C. GREETERS                              D. CLEANUP CREW 
A list of these needs is on a sign up board in the Welcome Center and you are invited to sign up for any 

that you could fulfill.  

FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTIONS 

   There are items that the committee will have to purchase.  Envelopes are available in the             

Welcome Center.  Donations can be made with cash or checks made payable to Mt Pocono      

United Methodist Church and placed in the offering plate or the locked box by the church office. 
 

   The Mission Committee would like to express their appreciation for all of the support our            

congregation provides so that we can provide this annual Christmas Luncheon to the                           

community. 

15 Turkeys   (10- LBS) 10 Boneless Hams (8-10 LBS)  

Salad Greens (12 large bags) Salad Dressing (10 bottles) 

Dinner Rolls ( 30 dozen) APPLESAUCE (10 large jars) 

10 Cans Jelled Cranberry Sauce Milk (2 gallons whole) 

2 Quarts Half and Half Water 8 packs of 24 bottles 

Water - 8 24 bottles Coco Packets 100 packets  

1 Large Box of Tea 2 Cans of Coffee 

Desserts (400 individual servings)  



God Listens to our prayers, so please take a moment to lift your heart and 

hands together with ours in prayer for:Nancy Hullihan, Jill Besecker, Lauren 

and Diana Davis & the Davis Family, Beverly Franklin,  Galenda Maloney, 

Beverly Young, Mary and George Rolles, Thomasina Stevens, Mary Brant, 

Grace MacKirdy, Irene Newton,  Randy Bean, Kellyann Mercado, Brandon 

Bean, Sandra Bean,  Bob & Wanda Altemose, Brian Storm Jr, Brian & Angela 

Storm, Cindy Storm, Brianna Storm, Bob Jones-health issues, Bob Khouri, 

Lois Dunker, Ruth Gross, Richard Gross, Tom Bertig, Darian Drugatz, Laurie 

Marshall, John & Amber Williams, Carol & Grier Haslam, Ingrid Wiltshire, 

Rusty & Janie Bonney and Amanda, Bailey,  Jared & Sarah, Roberta Dorr, 

Melissa Lopez, Gertrude Sheppley,  Kristin Ramirez, Winifred Bean,  Sheryl 

Hill, Susan Young, Mark Williams, Friends and loved ones facing health chal-

lenges, cancer treatment, pending surgeries, post-surgery recovery, May 

God’s healing  cover all who need His Touch. Friends and loved ones facing 

health challenges, cancer treatment, pending surgeries, post-surgery  

recovery, Prayers for strength and safety for Doctors, nurses and all essen-

tial workers. May God’s healing  cover all who need His Touch.  

Church Prayer List 

       Prayer Request  

If you would like to add 
a joy or concern   

to the weekly prayer list 
 or remove your prayer              

request from the list  
please contact 

Christine Collazo at  
mpumcpa@gmail.com 

Or call the church office  
570-839-9902   

Join Jennie Faussette 
for a new  Prayer Group 
Ministry on  The first & 
Third Thursday of every 

month. The next 
meeting will be                   
November 3rd 

 at 7 p.m. in the parlor. 

Holiday Band!! 
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Make A Joyful Noise!! Looking for musicians who are                           

interested in playing in the Holiday band (especially                          

percussionist).  We will rehearse November 18th and 22nd, 

And December 2nd, 9th, and 16th from 6-8pm. We will play 

for services on December 18th and on December 24th. All 

you need is an Instrument. If you are interested, even if you 

can not make rehearsals, please call Will Gross at                                

570-202-5371 or Wendy Gross at 570-977-1798.  

 



Birthdays &             
Anniversaries  

        

 

5  Katherine Read 

8Randy Altemose 

      Anthony Cebulski 

13 Christopher Bookhout 

14 Grier Haslem  

       Daniel Planer 

15  Stanley Menking  

       Travis Youngken 

18  Linda Olson 

21 Lois Dunker  

       David Jacobs 

22 Lloyd Keller  

24 Karen Martincic      

27   Carol Haslam 

29    Christopher Turk 

Anniversaries 
 

11Sherin & Philip George 

16  Nancy & Harry Johnston 

 
If you have a                      

birthday or anniversary that 
you would like listed, please                  

contact the office to be        
added for the next                  

newsletter. 
 

November 2022 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 
5:30 p.m.  

Beginner Bells 

6:15 pm 

Adv. Bells 

7:00 p.m. 

Prayer Group  

7:45 p.m. 

Choir 

4 

 

 
5:30 p.m. 

Children’s 

Choir 

5 

 

9:00 a.m. 

Haitian Church 
 

 

 

8:30 p.m. AA,  

FH  

6 
8:15 Traditional  
9:30 am -
Contemporary         
Worship          

11am Traditional 
12 pm Fuente 
De Agua 
3pm Igelesia de  
Dios 
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8 

 

 

 
7:30 p.m. AA, 

FH 

9 
 

10:00 a.m. 

Bible Study 
 

7:30 p.m. 

Praise Team- 

Covenant  
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5:30 p.m.  

Beginner Bells 

6:15 pm 

Adv. Bells 

7:45 p.m. 

Choir 

11 

 

 
5:30 p.m. 

Children’s 

Choir 

12 
 

9:00 a.m. 

Haitian Church 
 

 

8:30 p.m. AA,  

FH  

13 
8:15 Traditional 
8:30 Breakfast 
9:30 am -
Contemporary         
Worship          

11am Traditional 
12 pm Fuente 
De Agua 
3pm Igelesia de  
Dios 
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7:00 p.m.  

Finance  

15 

 

 

 
7:30 p.m. AA, 

FH 

16 
 

10:00 a.m. 

Bible Study 

 
7:30 p.m. 

Praise Team- 

Covenant  

17 
5:30 p.m.  

Beginner Bells 

6:15 pm 

Adv. Bells 

7:00 p.m. 

Prayer Group  

7:45 p.m. 

Choir 
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5:30 p.m. 

Children’s 

Choir 
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9:00 a.m. 

Haitian Church 
 

 

8:30 p.m. AA,  

FH  

20 

8:15 Traditional  
9:30 am -
Contemporary                

11am Traditional 
12 pm Fuente 
De Agua 
3pm Igelesia de  
Dios 
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7:00 p.m.  

Council  

 

 
 

22 

 

 
7:30 p.m. AA, 

FH 

23 
10:00 a.m. 

Bible Study 

12:00 p.m. 

Hanging of the 

Greens 

7:30 p.m. 

Praise Team- 

Covenant  

24 
 

25 

 

 

 

 
 

26 
 

9:00 a.m. 

Haitian Church 
 

 

 

8:30 p.m. AA,  

FH  

27 
8:15 Traditional  
9:30 am -
Contemporary                

11am Traditional 
12 pm Fuente 
De Agua 
3pm Igelesia de  
Dios 

28 29 

 
7:30 p.m. AA, 

FH 

30 
 

10:00 a.m. 

Bible Study 

 
7:30 p.m. 

Praise Team- 

Covenant  

   


