
 

Mt. Pocono United Methodist Church 
Our Mission is to call, nurture  

and send disciples for Jesus Christ. 
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And More!  

Special points of interest 

We will be returning 
to our 3 in person 

service times  
 

8:15 Traditional              
service with weekly 

communion  
 

9:30 Contemporary 
service  

(live streamed on           
Facebook)  

 

11:00 Traditional  
service         

(live streamed on          
Facebook )    

Hello everyone,  

 We are entering into an amazing season. The leaves are going 
to be turning beautiful colors, the humidity is going to disappear and 
it is time to turn our attention to giving over the next few months.  

“You were born to be generous; you were created in  
the image of God.” 

Dare you believe that your real, best self is grounded and rooted in 
these deep and abiding truths? As you read those words, do they 
ring true? Do you think “ Ha! Sure, but not me!”? Are you skeptical 
at best? Whatever your response, over the next few months we will 
embark on one of the important journeys of our life: the journey to 
generosity, the journey to becoming your very best self, the journey 
home.  

 But don’t worry- you will not be sent out alone without a map 
or directions. We will be with you every step of the way, providing 
guidance and support for the journey. In fact, this journey includes a 
“GPS” providing turn- by-turn directions. Just like with the GPS on 
your phone or in your car, you will know when you’ve veered off the 
path and when you need to make the next available U-turn. Finally, 
you’ll even come to know these glorious words: You have arrived at 
your destination.  

 In the upcoming newsletters, we are going to bring you home
- where you will have shed all the societal influences and returned to 
your true and generous self.  

 

Generosity Assessment 
 Each of you have our own view on what makes a     

person “generous.” Take this quick survey and reflect on what it 
means to be generous. There are no wrong answers and no scoring- 
this is a self-assessment. Be as honest with yourself as possible.  
 

From Pastor Jen 
September 2022 Newsletter 



Contact Information 

www.mtpoconoumc.org 

Church Office:  

(570) 839-9902 

mpumcpa@gmail.com  

9 a.m.-2 p.m.          

Monday-Friday   
 

KDO Preschool            

(570) 839-1646 

 kdops@ptd.net 
 

Rev. Jen Miller        

Office Hours: 9-2 p.m. 

Monday-Wednesday 

rev.jmiller@outlook.com 
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Rate the following from 1 to 5, with 1 being “Strongly Disagree” and 5    
being  “Strongly  Agree”:  
1. Compared to my friends and family, I believe I am very generous. 

1                     2                     3                     4                     5 
2. When I receive a bonus or raise, I consider how I could help someone 

else with the additional money. 
          1                      2                     3                     4                     5 

      3. I give a lot of volunteer time to my church so I don’t feel the need to 
give as much. 
         1                      2                     3                     4                     5 

      4.What I contribute to church and charity represents a sacrifice ( I have 
to give up other things I need or want). 
                      1                      2                     3                     4                     5 

       5. I give away more money in a year than I spend in other areas such as 
Starbucks’ coffee, personal hobbies, or dining out. 
                    1                      2                     3                     4                     5 

       6.I could give away more money and my lifestyle would remain the 
same.  
                    1                      2                     3                     4                     5 

       7. I believe giving away 10 percent of income is important to my faith. 
                   1                      2                     3                     4                     5 

       8. I often wonder what everyone else is giving. I want to give an equal 
share. 
                  1                      2                     3                     4                     5 

       9. I am intentional in planning my charitable giving.  
                  1                      2                     3                     4                     5 

       10.When I am at church, I often contribute change and small bills- 
whatever I have in    my pockets or purse.  
                  1                      2                     3                     4                     5 

In order to be generous, what perfect of income do you believe you should be                       
donating to church and charity? Why? 
 

Rank these people in order (1 to 9) of their levels of generosity: 
A person who: 
________ stops to help someone with a flat tire 
________ gives blood 
_______donates clothes or food 
_______ participates in a charity run 
_______ contributes 2 percent of their income to church and charities 
_______ gives $10 to a homeless person on the street 
_______ shovels out their neighbor’s driveway 
_______ donates a kidney 
_______ leaves their entire estate to the church 
 
 

mailto:mpumcpa@gmail.com
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Calculate the percent of income you give to church and charity 
Have you ever calculated how much of your income you give away? Do the math here: 
____________________ (A) My personal annual (gross) income 
 
+ ___________________ (B) Annual (gross) income of others in my household  
                                                                          (if you contribute together) 
= ___________________(C) Total household (gross) income 
____________________ (D) Dollars contributed to church and charity  
D/C = ____________________ Percent of your income given to church and charity.  
( You can do the same calculation using an after-tax household income number, if you prefer.) 

 
Next consider what you spend annually for the following and then divide that amount by (C): 

          Amount Spent                                                        Percent of Income  
__________________ Vacations                         ________________________ 
__________________ Sports                               ________________________ 
__________________ Hobbies                           ________________________ 

_______________ Dining Out                            ___________________________ 
_______________ Coffee                                   ___________________________ 
_______________ Cable television                  ___________________________ 
_______________ Technology                         ___________________________ 

 
 

How does your financial generosity compare with spending in other areas? Any surprises?  
 

Random Acts of Kindness 
When was the last time you were generous to a complete stranger? Did you give money to someone on the 
street? Did you give someone money in the grocery line because they didn’t have enough? 
 Over the next two days, consider how you might express generosity to someone else. You could choose 
a coworker, family member, or someone you don’t know yet. Think of creative ways that you could do some-
thing kind for them. Write a note, do someone a favor, call a long-lost friend, or walk someone’s dog for them. 
If you’re at a loss, you can search online for ideas. 
 In the following space, describe how you felt about the experience. Did you interact with the person? 
Did you see their reaction? How did you feel about doing something for someone else? Did it feel like some-
thing you should have been doing your whole life?  
Level Up Your Giving 
 In what ways are you currently generous? Do you volunteer at a local food pantry? Run errands for a 
homebound friend? Give money to the church? List below all the ways and places in and at which you express 
generosity: 
 

Over the next two days, step up to a higher level of giving and generosity. Instead of just one, take two bags of 
groceries to the food pantry, bring flowers to your homebound friend, or give more money to your church. How 
did increasing your giving make you feel? Did the experience make you want to do more or less in the future?  
 Reflection 
In the following space, reflect on what you have learned about generosity. Do you feel called to be generous. 
What changes might you have to make to feel truly generous? 
 
PB&J ( Peace, Blessings, & Joy), 
Pastor Jen 



I make a difference, and so 

do you: We invite you to 

get involved in the life of 

your church.  We have 

many opportunities                   

available in small groups, 

missions and other                        

ministries. This is a great 

way for you to get                         

connected to people with 

similar interests and beliefs. 

Participation in your church 

makes all the difference in 

the life of the church. 

See the welcome table in 

the Welcome Center to see  

a few ways you can get             

involved 
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The Church of the Resurrection 

Valeri Patkevich, Pastor  
 

Like our church Valeri’s church had 
to cope with the pandemic.  They 
had to suspend in person worship 
services, Bible studies, prayer ser-
vices    However, they were able to 
conduct Bible studies on-line, have 
the pastor’s sermons recorded in   
audio and video format, and had 
church services posted on You 
Tube.  They continued to carry out 
ministries by participating in       
programs feeding persons in need on 
Saturdays in the park and                        
purchasing products for those in 
need.  The church celebrated its 22 
years of ministry.   They have been 
able to return to worship services on 
Sundays. 
 

 
 Members attending a worship service 
 

Given the meager resources of the  
Congregation and its members it 
faces challenging  financial                        
issues.  The support that comes from 
Mountainhome United Methodist 
Church, East Stroudsburg United 
Methodist Church and our                    
congregation enables                            
Transfiguration Church to meet its 
expenses to support Valeri’s salary 
and pension as well as providing 

resources for his church’                         
ministry.  Compensation for pastor 
is determined by the Russia                       
conference and his salary has re-
mained at $400 a month over the 
years even in spite of                               
inflation.  Many Methodist churches 
in Russia have had to close do the 
loss of support from American 
Methodist churches.  Valeri’s                        
congregation is only able to                      
continue to maintain a Methodist 
presence in Russia during these                     
important times because of our                     
support. 
 

 
Valerie Preaching in his sanctuary 

 

Salary Support 

    Each year our church seeks to 
provide support towards the $10,000 
necessary to cover the cost of               
Valeri’s salary.  This year in the 
months of September and October 
we are once again having our annual 
appeal to support this ministry 
 

 



Russian-speaking congregation supports Ukrainian refugees 
Story by Joey Butler, photos by Mike DuBose 

The Mt Pocono United Methodist Church has been a supporting congregation 
through the Russian Initiative since 2000. In 2005 we were linked with the                          
Transfiguration United Methodist Church in Volgograd Russia by supporting their 
pastor Valeri Patkevich. Over these years he has been able to visit our church two 
times and in the summer of 2019 Kristin Grubb joined a team from the East      
Stroudsburg United Methodist Church to travel to Volgograd for an inspiring                        
spiritual exchange. 
 

Many Methodist churches in Russia have had to close do the loss of support from 
American Methodist churches. Valeri’s congregation is only able to continue to 
maintain a Methodist presence in Russia during these important times because of 
our support.  
 

This year a donor has agreed to match with $2 for every $1 that is donated to                    
support Valerie’s ministry up to gifts from the congregation up to $1,000. This 
means that if $1,000 is given it will be matched by $2,000 for a total of $3,000 to 
support this ministry.  

Envelops are available in the Sunday bulletin and in the Welcome Center. 

MATCHING GIFT: $2 FOR $1 Russian Initiative 
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Communion Offering 

Our communion                  
offering for the September 

will be: 
 Pocono Mountain             
Ecumenical Hunger                    

Ministry 

This is a ministry of all the 

churches on the mountain. 

The Hunger Ministry          

provides  emergency help 

to  people in need.  

                                                      

  Thank you so much and 

God bless you.  

While Russians and Ukrainians engage in war in various 

parts of Ukraine, a  Russian-speaking United Methodist               

congregation in Prague is  finding ways to support 

Ukrainian refugees. 
 

Prague 2 United Methodist 

Church is a collective of two 

congregations: Nové Město 

(New Life), which is Czech-

speaking, and Agapé, which 

is Russian-speaking and has 

Ukrainian members. Since the Russian invasion of 

Ukraine, the congregations have helped house                        

refugees arriving to the city and arranged transport                 

of necessary supplies for those who couldn’t leave the                        

country.  
 

“Many people just left everything and arrive in the 

clothes they have on; they need material help,” said 

Maryna Tagunkova, a member of Agapé. Agapé is the 

only Russian-speaking church in Prague where Russians 

and Ukrainians worship together. They carefully                

navigated any tension between Russians and                      

Ukrainians in his   congregation, saying they                            

concentrate on praying and helping each other. 
 

“Thank God there is no conflict here in our church    

because if you are Christian and believe in Christ, then 

you don’t take those political evils,” he said. “We pray 

for the power, the understanding and for God to take 

us through it, because the war is a monster with empty 

eyes.”  

There are 20 United Methodist churches in 17 districts 

in the Czech Republic. The church also operates       

Diakonia, a nonprofit organization that provides social 

services such as homeless shelters, addiction recovery 

and children’s educational programs, and now has                             

responsibility for refugee ministry. 
 

All local churches found some way to help. “It’s very 

different — some have groups for children; others 

have small apartments to house refugees; some help 

refugees contact government or  medical services. The 

mission of the church is to help where government or 

public society doesn’t.” “The church is the place where 

people in Ukraine go to get help. They’re left with 

nothing and they know they can get help from the 

church,” he said. “Every day there is a worship service 

as well, so people can get help both materially and 

spiritually.”  “It’s a great treasure we are discovering: 

mutual support with each other,” 
 

Donate 

To support Ukrainian refugee relief, please give to 

UMCOR’s International Disaster Response and Recov-

ery fund, Advance #982450. 



Please join us every second Sunday of the month at our 11:00               

service for our Children’s Church.  

 

 This month the Children will be September 11th 

 

We will have the children participate  

throughout the service.   

Stay after the service for a snack!  
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Children’s Choir 

Come sing with us! 

We believe that all                   

children are creative and 

musical and should have 

the opportunity to                      

develop these gifts. 

 

 

 Our children's choir seeks 

to inspire a love of music 

in children. The Children's 

choir will meet on  Fridays 

at 5:30 p.m.   

No auditions are required 

and all children in are               

welcome.   

 

  

Children's Service  
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MT POCONO. UMC 
FOOD PANTRY 

 Food Pantry needs  

Cooking oil 

Canned fruit 

Canned Meats                            

(tuna, chicken, vienna                  

sausages, etc) 

Peanut Butter & Jelly 

Rice 

Instant Mash Potatoes 

Tea /Drink Mixes 

Salad Dressings 

 

We can always use cash   

donations to buy gift 

cards so that people 

may purchase dairy, fruit 

and perishable items that 

we cannot store. 
 

If you would like to make 

a donation make your 

check out to Pastor's              

Discretionary Fund and in 

the memo section write 

FOOD PANTRY and we 

will apply it for this need. 
 

Thank you for your                       

faithfulness and we will 

post information                       

regarding future needs.   

KDO Highlights 

     
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Jesus Welcomes the 

Little Children.   
So does KDO!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 Preschool enrollment for 2022-2023 school year is open 
too! Children ages 2 ½ - 5 are welcome! 

 

Need someone to care for your child before or after 
school?  KDO can help!  Ages 3 – 12. 

  

Call or email Ms. Helen for more information! 

 570 839-1646, kdops@ptd.net 

 
 

mailto:kdops@ptd.net
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 Help is needed:  

Wendy needs help with 

Setup, Cleanup and             

helping with the church 

table for the September 

17th Yard Sale.  

We are also looking for 

some baked items for the 

Yard Sale  

Cakes, Pies, Cookies, ETC. 

 

So if you could bake 

some items and drop 

them off so we can have 

a great sale it would be 

appreciated. 

Thank you, Wendy G.   

 YARD SALES TO BENEFIT MINISTRY of the 

MT POCONO UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

Dear Vendor,  

In response to numerous requests, an additional date for the Summer Yard Sales 

2021 have been set for Saturday, September 17th from 9:00 a.m. to 2 p.m. It will 

be held outside on the church lawn. In case of inclement weather, it will move in-

side. There will be no sharing of tables – One Vendor per table. And NO SMOKING. 

The sale of food and drink products is prohibited unless cleared in advance with 

the Sale Coordinator. 
 

Because this is an addon, our fee will be $20.00 per table/space per sale. You are 

responsible for clean-up of your area when you are done. Your $20.00 non-

refundable table reservation must be received (not post marked) by September 

13th. We have had many issues with slow mail. The past two sales for 2022 sold 

out. Please plan accordingly. Please do not phone to reserve your spot. To reserve 

your table, please send your check with the bottom portion of this letter to the 

address at the bottom of this page – Mark Att: Wendy Gross on the envelope. 

Please indicate “Yard Sale” in the memo area of the check. Make checks payable 

to “Mt, Pocono U.M.C.” Please mark the appropriate box to indicate which sale 

you are reserving. 
 

Please post the enclosed handout at your place of work, worship, or a local store. 

The more people who know about our sale, the more you will sell! Feel free to 

make copies!! 
 

Set up times: All vendors – Saturday 7:00a.m. to 9:00 a.m. After unloading – ALL 

VENDORS ARE TO PARK IN THE PARKING LOT ACROSS RT. 611, not along Church 

Avenue or in the limited parking lots. These are for your customers! Questions? 

Call 977-1798. 
 

I would like to reserve a table for the Yard Sale on: September 17th , 2022 
 

At a rate of $20.00 per table. I understand that the Yard Sale is sponsored by the 

Mt. Pocono United Methodist Church and proceeds go the general fund. I will be 

ready to sell at 9:00 a.m., stay set up until 2 p.m., tidy my area prior to leaving and 

take all trash, empty boxes and unsold items home with me. 
 

Number of tables @ $20 each______________ Check Number________________ 

NAME____________________________________________PHONE___________ 

 

ADDRESS_______________________TOWN__________________ZIP__________ 

 

EMAIL_____________________________________________________________ 

Mt. Pocono United Methodist Church, 12 Church Ave, Mt. Pocono, PA 18344 

wlgblueband@gmail.com 
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“Chilling With the Pastor” 
 

 
We are spending time in 
fellowship Kayaking on 

the lake at Pocono 
Plateau (304 Pocono  

Plateau Road Cresco, PA 
18326) on  

September 24 th 
from 10:30-12 pm.  

 
Please pre-register for 

this event by 
September 16 th 

by calling (570)839-9902. 
 
 

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth! 

Serve the Lord with gladness! Come into his presence with singing! Know 

that the Lord, he is God! It is he who made us, and we are his; we are his 

people, and the sheep of his pasture. Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and 

his courts with praise! Give thanks to him; bless his name! For the Lord is 

good; his steadfast love endures forever, and his faithfulness to all genera-

tions (Psalm 100:1-5). 

Please join us on Sunday September 25th at 2 pm as the Faussette family 
to sing a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth!  



God Listens to our prayers, so please take a moment to lift your heart and 

hands together with ours in prayer for:Nancy Hullihan, Jill Besecker, Lauren 

and Diana Davis & the Davis Family, Beverly Franklin,  Galenda Maloney, 

Beverly Young, Mary and George Rolles, Thomasina Stevens, Mary Brant, 

Grace MacKirdy, Irene Newton,  Randy Bean, Kellyann Mercado, Brandon 

Bean, Sandra Bean,  Bob & Wanda Altemose, Brian Storm Jr, Brian & Angela 

Storm, Cindy Storm, Brianna Storm, Bob Jones-health issues, Bob Khouri, 

Lois Dunker, Ruth Gross, Richard Gross, Tom Bertig, Darian Drugatz, Laurie 

Marshall, John & Amber Williams, Carol & Grier Haslam, Ingrid Wiltshire, 

Rusty & Janie Bonney and Amanda, Bailey,  Jared & Sarah, Roberta Dorr, 

Melissa Lopez, Gertrude Sheppley,  Kristin Ramirez, Winifred Bean,  Sheryl 

Hill, Susan Young, Mark Williams, Friends and loved ones facing health chal-

lenges, cancer treatment, pending surgeries, post-surgery recovery, May 

God’s healing  cover all who need His Touch. Friends and loved ones facing 

health challenges, cancer treatment, pending surgeries, post-surgery  

recovery, Prayers for strength and safety for Doctors, nurses and all essen-

tial workers. May God’s healing  cover all who need His Touch.  

Church Prayer List 

       Prayer Request  

If you would like to add 
a joy or concern   

to the weekly prayer list 
 or remove your prayer              

request from the list  
please contact 

Christine Collazo at  
mpumcpa@gmail.com 

Or call the church office  
570-839-9902   

Join Jennie Faussette 
for a new  Prayer Group 
Ministry on  The first & 
Third Thursday of every 

month. The next 
meeting will be                   
September 1st 

 at 7 p.m. in the parlor. 

Bell Choir!! 
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Reminder 

                           To all members and building    

                           users. Please turn lights off after  

                           each use. There has been increased      

concerns recently about lights being left on after the last 

person leaves the building. The trustees ask everyone to 

be mindful. Turn off the lights when exiting the building 

even if you didn’t turn them on. 

Thank you 

The bell choir will be starting rehearsal again this month! 

The bell choir will meet every Thursday:  

Beginner Bells 5:30-6:15 p.m.  

Advanced Bells 6:15-7:45 p.m. 



 July & August            
Anniversaries  

1 Janey Bonney - 
      Melissa Lopez  -                              
      Tyler Van Grouw 
3   Jerry Youngken 
4   Wendy Swidersk  
6  Daniel Snyder 
8   Bryce Gross  
9   Andrew Menard 
10Ruth Gross—                       
      Chelsea Lansdowne 
12  Kirby Upright 
13 Corey Grubb 
15  Ann Davis – Helene Dorr  
      Roberta Eisman-Dorr 
16 Grace MacKirdy 
24  Isabella Hassler 
25  Danielle Cook 
30 Patti Donaghy - 
      Darian Drugatz 

 

Anniversaries 

21 Shirley & Wayne Gross 

26 Sandra & Russell Capone 

 
If you have a                      

birthday or anniversary that 
you would like listed, please                  

contact the office to be        
added for the next                  

newsletter. 
 

 

 

September 2022 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 
5:30 p.m.  

Beginner Bells 

6:15 pm 

Adv. Bells 

7:00 p.m. 

Prayer Group  

7:45 p.m. 

Choir 

2 

 

 
5:30 p.m. 

Children’s 

Choir 

3 

 

9:00 a.m. 

Haitian Church 
 

 

 

8:30 p.m. AA,  

FH  

4 
8:15 Traditional  
9:00 Breakfast 
9:30 am -
Contemporary         
Worship          

11am Traditional 
12 pm Fuente 
De Agua 
3pm Igelesia de  

5 

  

 

 

 

 

6 

 

 

 
7:30 p.m. AA, 

FH 

7 
 

 
7:30 p.m. 

Praise Team- 

Covenant  

8 

 
5:30 p.m.  

Beginner Bells 

6:15 pm 

Adv. Bells 

7:45 p.m. 

Choir 

9 

 

 
5:30 p.m. 

Children’s 

Choir 

10 
 

9:00 a.m. 

Haitian Church 
 

 

8:30 p.m. AA,  

FH  

11 
8:15 Traditional  
9:30 am -
Contemporary         
Worship          

11am Traditional 
12 pm Fuente 
De Agua 
3pm Igelesia de  
Dios 

12 

 

 
7:00 p.m.  

Finance  

13 

 

 

 
7:30 p.m. AA, 

FH 

14 

 

 
7:30 p.m. 

Praise Team- 

Covenant  

15 
5:30 p.m.  

Beginner Bells 

6:15 pm 

Adv. Bells 

7:00 p.m. 

Prayer Group  

7:45 p.m. 

Choir 

16 

 

 
5:30 p.m. 

Children’s 

Choir 

 

 

17 

 
9:00 a.m. 

Haitian Church 
 

 

8:30 p.m. AA,  

FH  

18 

8:15 Traditional  
9:30 am -
Contemporary                

11am Traditional 
12 pm Fuente 
De Agua 
3pm Igelesia de  
Dios 

19 

 
7:00 p.m.  

Council  

 

 
 

20 

 

 
7:30 p.m. AA, 

FH 

21 
 

 

 
7:30 p.m. 

Praise Team- 

Covenant  

22 
5:30 p.m.  

Beginner Bells 

6:15 pm 

Adv. Bells 

7:00 p.m. 

Prayer Group  

7:45 p.m. 

Choir 

23 

 

 
5:30 p.m. 

Children’s 

Choir 

 

 

24 
 

9:00 a.m. 

Haitian Church 
 

 

 

8:30 p.m. AA,  

FH  

25 
8:15 Traditional  
9:30 am -
Contemporary                

11am Traditional 
12 pm Fuente 
De Agua 
3pm Igelesia de  
Dios 

26 27 

 
7:30 p.m. AA, 

FH 

28 

 
7:30 p.m. 

Praise Team- 

Covenant  

29 

 
6:00 p.m.  

Bells 

7:45 p.m. 

Choir 

30 

 

 
5:30 p.m. 

Children’s 

Choir 

 


