
 

Mt. Pocono United Methodist Church 
Our Mission is to call, nurture  

and send disciples for Jesus Christ. 

Inside this issue 

From the Pastor ....... 1 

Meet Pastor Jen……..2 

 KDO Highlights ........ 7 

And More!  

Special points of interest 

We will be returning 
to our 3 in person 

service times  
 

8:15 Traditional              
service with weekly 

communion  
 

9:30 Contemporary 
service  

(live streamed on           
Facebook)  

 

11:00 Traditional  
service         

(live streamed on          
Facebook )    

Ten Random Facts about Pastor Jen 

1. She is an Ordained Elder in the United Methodist Church 

2. Along with her undergraduate degree in Education and her             
Master of Divinity degree from Drew Theological School, Pastor Jen 
did a unit of Clinical Pastoral Education at St. Luke’s Health Net-
work. On occasion, she still assists as a Crisis Response Chaplain. 

3. Her favorite animal are cows! MOOO 

4. She is so short, that her one-year-old is         
already HALF HER HEIGHT! 

5. She has an irrational fear of bellybuttons. 

6. Her favorite color is green. 

7. Her family were “locals” to the Pocono Mountains since the 
1700s. However, Pastor Jen finds herself to be the only one left as 
many have moved to Vermont, Tennessee, and Delaware. 

8. Pastor Jen’s favorite food is tacos! 

9. Pastor Jen’s biggest gifts are in Pastoral Care and Children/ 
Youth ministries. 

10. Her favorite authors are Max Lucado and Adam Hamilton. 

From Pastor Jen 
July & August 2022 Newsletter 



Contact Information 

www.mtpoconoumc.org 

Church Office:  

(570) 839-9902 

mpumcpa@gmail.com  

9 a.m.-2 p.m.          

Monday-Friday   
 

KDO Preschool            

(570) 839-1646 

 kdops@ptd.net 
 

Rev. Jen Miller        
(570)839-9902 

rev.jmiller@outlook.com 
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Hello Mt Pocono UMC, 

My name is Pastor Jen, and I am thrilled to begin 

ministry with you in July. I wanted to take this 

time to introduce    myself. I will be ordained an 

Elder within the United  Methodist Church in 

May! I was born and raised in Stroudsburg              

Pennsylvania and graduated from Stroudsburg 

High School. I graduated from Kutztown                           

University with a degree in Special Education pre k-8 th grade and 

Elementary Education pre k-4 th grade. After suffering three blood 

clots on my brain which caused a major stroke, I fought for my life 

back at twenty-two.  
 

After a lot of occupational, speech and physical therapy I graduated 

with my Master of Divinity from Drew Theological School in 2019. 

I am married to my high school sweetheart, Andrew. We have been 

together for thirteen years and married for three. Andrew works as 

a “Water Treatment Plant Operator” for the Brodhead Creek Re-

gional Authority. We have a seven-month-old daughter, Addison. 

She can say “Mama”, “dada”, and “baba” which are currently all her 

priorities. In July she will be joining a Day Care for the first time as 

she plans to make friends at the “Pocono Mountain Kids Village”. 

I can’t wait to hit the ground running, and spend time getting to 

know all of you. My office hours at the church will be Monday- 

Thursday from 9am-2 pm or by appointment. My Sabbath will be on 

Fridays, which I plan to spend my days out in creation with Addison. 

During my free time you may find me with my family, hiking, fishing, 

at Jacktown (Antique Gas Engine &amp; Tractor Show) or reading a 

good book. I cannot wait to learn more about all of you and what 

makes  Mt Pocono United Methodist Church tick. 

 

Blessings, 

Pastor Jen 

Meet Pastor Jen!  

mailto:mpumcpa@gmail.com
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Our new pastor, Jen Miller, will begin leading our church in July. 

She 

has the challenge of putting names and faces together. While we 

only have to learn her name, she will have to begin doing this for 

over 100 people. How can we help her? WEAR A NAME TAG! 

 

We are requesting that those who have name tags wear them each 

Sunday. If you do not have a name tag we will begin circulating a sign up sheet that will be available at 

each worship service. We will make your name tag so it will be available the following Sunday. 

 

Some of us are good at putting names and faces together. Most of us 

require more time. Pastor Jen will in the coming weeks meet a lot of people in large groups and during 

a busy worship service.  

 

WEARING OUR NAME TAGS WILL HELP HER GET TO KNOW US.  

 

It may also help us to get to know one another! 

NAME TAGS & NEW PASTOR 

Help is needed: Wendy needs help with Setup, Cleanup 

and helping with the church table for the July 30th Yard 

Sale.  

We are also looking for some baked items for the Yard Sale  

Cakes, Pies, Cookies, ETC. 

 

So if you could bake some items and drop them off so we 

can have a great sale it would be appreciated. 

Thank you, Wendy G.   



 Tasty Thursday’s  

  

On the 1st and 3rd Thursday of each 

month meals are delivered to                 

individuals who could use them! 

 

 A meal made with  love doesn't only  feed hunger, it fills                     

loneliness, heals hurt and brings joy.  

 

If you know someone who could use a meal or if you would like 

to provide a meal, please contact Christine in the church office.  

 

Let's all help spread the love! 
I make a difference, and so 

do you: We invite you to 

get involved in the life of 

your church.  We have 

many opportunities                   

available in small groups, 

missions and other                        

ministries. This is a great 

way for you to get                         

connected to people with 

similar interests and beliefs. 

Participation in your church 

makes all the difference in 

the life of the church. 

See the welcome table in 

the Welcome Center to see  

a few ways you can get             

involved 
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THANK YOU CISCO AND CHRIS SCARFO 

  

The Pastor's Study needed to be painted for the 

new pastor.  Cisco and Chris were able to get the 

office painted in time for Jen Miller's arrival. 

Many thanks for a job well done. 



 The Finance Committee has many responsibilities in managing the funds that come 
to the church in the form of gifts, fees or rentals. It needs to be able to maintain a record 
for this income. What requires a great deal of attention redoing the source of every                
dollar! That means confidential records are kept and donors receive a statement every 
three months of their giving. This serves to check that our records are correct and people 
can use this information for their tax returns. We rent the parsonage, the day care pro-
gram that meets in the church pays rent, and others rent space for special events. Keeping 
track of this requires the work of several people. One of important responsibilities is                
recording personal contributions. Every Sunday we need to have two people count the  
offering. This is done to protect the integrity of those who handle money. We need some 
people who could spend about an hour one Sunday a month after the 11 o’clock service to 
help with time important task. The money is then immediately deposited in our banking 
accounts. 
 

 The next process is to pay our expenses. Some of these are payroll expenses for 
staff or contractors. We have a service that manages this for us and maintains all the            
records so each employee will get the required forms needed for their income tax. Some 
bills are routine like costs for heating, lighting, office expenses. If they are part of the 
budget the church treasurer can pay them. However, for any item that is not routine a 
signed request is required before the bill can be paid and it is allocated to the appropriate 
budget line item. Our budget has 60 expense line items. 
 

 Each year the Finance Committee builds the budget by determining possible                   
income from donations and about 30 other sources that can range from small amounts to 
$16,000 for parsonage rental to $21,600 for the day care program. In addition, because of 
the bequest of George Walker we submit an annual report and request for funds from the 
Lehigh Foundation that manages his estate. Currently we are receiving $40,000 a year. In 
addition every fall we have a stewardship campaign in which we invite all members to 
grow toward tithing in their personal giving. Of course, there are from time to special                
offerings for various needs and donors who make a special gift for a specific project. 
 

 Then the Finance Committee seeks to create a balanced budget. Given the Covid-19 
years this has not been easy. For the 2022 budget year it is how to pay for $256,083                
expenses with anticipated income of $233,548. The church has some reserves from past 
years that are not dedicated, but this is only a short term solution to what will probably 
be a longer term issue. 
 

 The final step in this process is to have an annual audit to ensure that all of the   
little details of this process are being faithfully carried out. 
 

 We are grateful to the many people who devote time and effort so the our church 
can be a responsible steward with the funds we are trusted with to carry out our ministry 
to serve others and God. 
 

Stanley J Menking , Finance Chair 

What Happens When Money Comes to the Church? 
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Please join us every second Sunday of the month at our 11:00               

service for our Children’s Church.  

 

 This month the Children will be July 10th 

 

We will have the children participate  

throughout the service.   

Stay after the service for a snack!  
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Children’s Choir 

Come sing with us! 

We believe that all                   

children are creative and 

musical and should have 

the opportunity to                      

develop these gifts. 

 

 

 Our children's choir seeks 

to inspire a love of music 

in children. The Children's 

choir will meet on  Fridays 

at 5:30 p.m.  Please check 

with the office for               

summer schedule.  

 

No auditions are required 

and all children in are               

welcome.   

 

  

Children's Service  
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MT POCONO. UMC 
FOOD PANTRY 

 Food Pantry needs  

Cooking oil 

Canned fruit 

Canned Meats                            

(tuna, chicken, vienna                  

sausages, etc) 

Peanut Butter & Jelly 

Rice 

Instant Mash Potatoes 

Tea /Drink Mixes 

Salad Dressings 

 

We can always use cash   

donations to buy gift 

cards so that people 

may purchase dairy, fruit 

and perishable items that 

we cannot store. 
 

If you would like to make 

a donation make your 

check out to Pastor's              

Discretionary Fund and in 

the memo section write 

FOOD PANTRY and we 

will apply it for this need. 
 

Thank you for your                       

faithfulness and we will 

post information                       

regarding future needs.   

KDO Highlights 

    Summer Fun at KDO Camp 
KD Camp 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 Preschool enrollment for 2022-2023 school year is open 
too! Children ages 2 ½ - 5 are welcome! 

 

Need someone to care for your child before or after 
school?  KDO can help!  Ages 3 – 12. 

  

Call or email Ms. Helen for more information! 

 570 839-1646, kdops@ptd.net 

 
 

mailto:kdops@ptd.net
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 SUMMER 2022 YARD SALES TO BENEFIT MINISTRY 
 of the MT POCONO UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
 

Dear Vendor, 
 
 The dates for the Summer Yard Sales 2022 have been set for Saturdays, June 11th and July 30th from 9:00 
a.m. to 2 p.m.  They will be held outside on the church lawn.  In case of inclement weather, it will move inside.  
There will be no sharing of tables – One Vendor per table.  And NO SMOKING.  The sale of food and drink prod-
ucts is prohibited unless cleared in advance with the Sale Coordinator. 
 
 Our fee will be $15.00 per table/space per sale.  You are responsible for clean-up of your area when you 
are done.  Your $15.00 non-refundable table reservation must be received (not post marked) as follows:  June Sale 
by June 8th and the July 30th sale by July 27th.  Please do not phone to reserve your spot.  To reserve your table, 
please send your check with the bottom portion of this letter to the address at the bottom of this page – Mark Att: 
Wendy Gross on the envelope.  Please indicate “Yard Sale” in the memo area of the check.  Make checks payable 
to “Mt, Pocono U.M.C.”  Please mark the appropriate box to indicate which sale you are reserving. 
 
 Please post the enclosed handout at your place of work, worship, or a local store.  The more people who 
know about our sale, the more you will sell!  Feel free to make copies!! 
 
 Set up times:  All vendors – Saturday 7:00a.m. to 9:00 a.m.  After unloading – ALL VENDORS ARE TO PARK 
IN THE PARKING LOT ACROSS RT. 611, not along Church Avenue or in the limited parking lots.  These are for your 
customers! Questions? Call 977-1798. 
I would like to reserve a table for the Yard Sale on: 
 

            July 30th, 2022 
 
At a rate of $15.00 per table.  I understand that the Yard Sale is sponsored by the Mt. Pocono United Methodist 
Church and proceeds go the general fund.  I will be ready to sell at 9:00 a.m., stay set up until 2 p.m., tidy my area 
prior to leaving and take all trash, empty boxes and unsold items home with me. 
 
Number of tables @ $15 each______________  Check Number________________ 
 
NAME____________________________________________PHONE___________________ 
 
ADDRESS_______________________TOWN__________________ZIP________________ 
 
EMAIL______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Mt. Pocono United Methodist Church, 12 Church Ave, Mt. Pocono, PA 18344 
wlgblueband@gmail.com 
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JULY BIRTHDAYS 

1  Parker Argot - Erin Snyder 

2 Eli Minich 

4    Shawn  Bookhout     –Lauren Lehman 

         Brian Koppenhafer 

5 Mason Linn 

6       Shirley Lansdowne 

8    Jason Bradley  

9     Abby Miller–   Stephanie Allgeier 

10 Michael Gillett 

11 Emily Mader - Hannah Mader 

17 Kristyn Morosco 

19 Zoe Lopez 

23 Adria Hardy - Scott Upright 

25     Tammy Drugatz    –Samantha Turk 

          -Nelson Rodriguez  

26 Angela Storm 

27 Steven Haslam – Dale Herring 

30  Edythe Weller 

31 Katie Martincic 

  

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 

3 Carissa Gross 

5 Nicholas Donaghy 

7 Brianna Storm 

8           Lynn Lansdowne 

    -Kristi Swiderski 

10      Ashley Lansdowne 

11 John Williams 

12  Dymitri St. Hilaire 

14 Kelsey Kirk – Bill Pliger 

15 Mikaela Dawson 

17 Lilian Philip 

18 Dorothy Hartman 

19     Matthew Planer    

            - Michelle Swiderski 

20 Christine Scarfo 

21 Carols Ramirez 

26 Nathan Read  – Joseph Johnson 

27 Michael Donaghy - 

       – Kristin Ramirez - Jessica Rarick    

       – Meg Williams  

28 Wayde Maloney 

30 Devon Cook – Brett Herring 

31 Lynda Stewart 



God Listens to our prayers, so please take a moment to lift your heart and 
hands together with ours in prayer for: Nancy H., Jill B., Jack D., Lauren & 
Diana D., the Davis Family, Beverly F.,  Galenda M., Mary & George R., 
Thomasina S., Mary B., Grace M., Irene N., Cathie & Wayne M., Randy B., 
Kellyann M., Brandon B., Sandra B, Petra R., Bob A., Brian S. Jr, Brian & 
Angela S., Cindy S., Brianna S., Lois D., Ruth G., Richard G., Tom B., Darian D., 
Laurie M., Don M., John & Amber W., Carol & Grier H., Diana F., Ingrid W., 
Tania, Rusty & Janie B. and Amanda, Bailey,  Jared & Sarah, Chris K., Roberta 
D., Melissa L., Gertrude S.,  Kristin R., Winifred B., Julius, Irene B.,  Bob & 
Debbie J.,  Chuck, Lisa, Kayla, Jessica R., Sheryl H., Susan Y., Briana D., Mark 
W., Joan C., Friends and loved ones facing health challenges, cancer 
treatment, pending surgeries, post-surgery  recovery, Prayers for strength 
and safety for Doctors, nurses and all essential workers during this spike in 
COVID cases, May God’s healing  cover all who need His Touch.  

Church Prayer List 

       Prayer Request  

If you would like to add 
a joy or concern   

to the weekly prayer list 
 or remove your prayer              

request from the list  
please contact 

Christine Collazo at  
mpumcpa@gmail.com 

Or call the church office  
570-839-9902   

Join Jennie Faussette 
for a new  Prayer Group 
Ministry on  The first & 
Third Thursday of every 

month. The next 
meeting will be                   

July 7th at 7 p.m.                   
in the parlor. 

Looking for Volunteer 
Lawn Mowers 
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Reminder 

                           To all members and building    

                           users. Please turn lights off after  

                           each use. There has been increased      

concerns recently about lights being left on after the last 

person leaves the building. The trustees ask everyone to 

be mindful. Turn off the lights when exiting the building 

even if you didn’t turn them on. 

Thank you 

With spring coming we are looking for individuals who would be 

willing to help mow and edge the church lawn. 

The church provides the mowers.   

The more volunteers, the fewer times each person needs to 

mow.   

Please contact Wendy Gross, 570-977-1798, 

wlgblueband@gmail.com,  if you would be willing to help with 

this important activity of time and talent.  
 

Thank you 



 July & August            
Anniversaries  

JULY 

2 Donna Kay & James Kinsley 

7 Deidra & Steven Mader 

28 Galenda & Wayde                    

     Maloney 

 

AUGUST 

4   Mary & George Rolles 

7 Cathie & Wayne Morgan 

8 Allison & Jarod Hassler 

14 Angela & Bryan Storm 

14 Samantha & Christopher 

Turk 

20 Kim & Steve Killoran 

26 Sarina & Robert Cook 

 
If you have a                      

birthday or anniversary that 
you would like listed, please                  

contact the office to be        
added for the next                  

newsletter. 
 

 

 

JULY 2022 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 

 

 
 

2 

 

9:00 a.m. 

Haitian Church 
 

 

 

8:30 p.m. AA,  

FH  

3 
8:15 Traditional  
9:00 Breakfast 
9:30 am -
Contemporary         
Worship          

11am Traditional 
12 pm Fuente 
De Agua 
3pm Igelesia de  

4 

Office 

Closed  

 

 

 

5 

 

 

 
7:30 p.m. AA, 

FH 

6 
 

 
7:30 p.m. 

Praise Team- 

Covenant  

7 

 
6:00 p.m.  

Bells 

7:00 p.m. 

Prayer Group  

7:45 p.m. 

Choir 

8 

 

 
5:30 p.m. 

Children’s 

Choir 

9 
 

9:00 a.m. 

Haitian Church 
 

 

8:30 p.m. AA,  

FH  

10 
8:15 Traditional  
9:30 am -
Contemporary         
Worship          

11am Traditional 
12 pm Fuente 
De Agua 
3pm Igelesia de  
Dios 

11 

 

 
7:00 p.m.  

Finance  

12 

 

 

 
7:30 p.m. AA, 

FH 

13 

 

 
7:30 p.m. 

Praise Team- 

Covenant  

14 

 

 
6:00 p.m.  

Bells 

7:45 p.m. 

Choir 

 

15 

 

 

 

 

 

16 

 
9:00 a.m. 

Haitian Church 
 

 

8:30 p.m. AA,  

FH  

17 

8:15 Traditional  
9:30 am -
Contemporary                

11am Traditional 
12 pm Fuente 
De Agua 
3pm Igelesia de  
Dios 

18 

 
7:00 p.m.  

Council  

 

 
 

19 

 

 
7:30 p.m. AA, 

FH 

20 
 

 

 
7:30 p.m. 

Praise Team- 

Covenant  

21 

 
6:00 p.m.  

Bells 

7:00 p.m. 

Prayer Group  

7:45 p.m. 

Choir 

22 

 

 
 

23 
 

9:00 a.m. 

Haitian Church 
 

 

 

8:30 p.m. AA,  

FH  

24 
8:15 Traditional  
9:30 am -
Contemporary                

11am Traditional 
12 pm Fuente 
De Agua 
3pm Igelesia de  
Dios 

25 26 

 
7:30 p.m. AA, 

FH 

27 

 
7:30 p.m. 

Praise Team- 

Covenant  

28 

 
6:00 p.m.  

Bells 

7:45 p.m. 

Choir 

29 30 

 
9:00 a.m. 

Haitian Church 
 

9 am Yard 

Sale  

31 
10 Combined 
Worship  
12 pm Fuente 
De Agua 
3pm Igelesia de  
Dios 

      



August 2022 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 

 
6:00 p.m.  Bells 

7:00 p.m. Prayer 

Group  

7:45 p.m. Choir 

5 
 

6 

 

9:00 a.m. Haitian 

Church 
 

8:30 p.m. AA,  FH  

 

7 
8:15 Traditional  
9:00 Breakfast 
9:30 am -
Contemporary         
Worship                 

11am Traditional 
12 pm Fuente De 

8 

 
7:00 p.m.  Finance  

 

 

 

9 

 

 

 
7:30 p.m. AA, FH 

10 
 

 
7:30 p.m. Praise 

Team- Covenant  

11 

 
6:00 p.m.  Bells 

7:45 p.m. Choir 

12 

 
5:30 p.m. Chil-

dren’s Choir 

 
 

13 
 

9:00 a.m. Haitian 

Church 
 

 

8:30 p.m. AA,  FH  

14 
8:15 Traditional  
9:30 am -
Contemporary         
Worship                

11am Traditional 
12 pm Fuente De 
Agua 
3pm Igelesia de  Dios 

15 

 
7:00 p.m.  Council  

 
 

16 

 

 

 
7:30 p.m. AA, FH 

17 

 

 
7:30 p.m. Praise 

Team- Covenant  

18 

 

 
6:00 p.m.  Bells 

7:00 p.m. Prayer 

Group  

7:45 p.m. Choir 

19 

 

 

 

 

 

20 

 
9:00 a.m. Haitian 

Church 
 

 

8:30 p.m. AA,  FH  

21 

8:15 Traditional  
9:30 am -
Contemporary                

11am Traditional 
12 pm Fuente De 
Agua 
3pm Igelesia de  Dios 

22 

 

 

 
 

23 

 

 
7:30 p.m. AA, FH 

24 
 

 

 
7:30 p.m. Praise 

Team- Covenant  

25 

 
6:00 p.m.  Bells 

7:45 p.m. Choir 

26 

 

 
 

27 
 

9:00 a.m. Haitian 

Church 
 

 

 

8:30 p.m. AA,  FH  

28 
8:15 Traditional  
9:30 am -
Contemporary                

11am Traditional 
12 pm Fuente De 
Agua 
3pm Igelesia de  Dios 

29 30 

 
7:30 p.m. AA, FH 

31 

 
7:30 p.m. Praise 

Team- Covenant  

   


