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Special points of interest 

We will be returning 
to our 3 in person 

service times  
 

8:15 Traditional              
service with weekly 

communion  
(no Facebook or 

Zoom)  
 

9:30 Contemporary 
service  

(live streamed on           
Facebook and Zoom)  

 

11:00 Traditional  
service         

(live streamed on          
Facebook and 

Zoom)    

Hello church, 
 
One of the things I love to do is to read John Wesley’s sermons, his journal 
entries and his letters to his pastors.  
 

When I do I find that although there are hundreds of years separating us, 
the experiences we have are very similar today.  
 

Today, because of the Internet these stories are more accessible than they 
used to be. In the past I had to wait until Annual Conferences to buy my 
books. At our Annual Conferences there were always box upon box of 
books donated by retired pastors looking for a new home. 
 

And as I was reading one of his journal letters recently, I came across a 
phrase that I want to share with you, as I think it is appropriate this Lent. 
 

It reads. “I went to America, to convert the Indians; but oh! who shall con-
vert me?” Journal entry, January 24, 1738. John Wesley.  
 

John Wesley was an Anglican priest who came to America to convert the 
Indians to Christianity. And like many of us, he believed, but he was not 
100% convicted in his faith. There were times when he was not convinced 
that what he practiced and preached was true and he questioned his 
faith.  
 

Even though he had gone to seminary, even though he was a priest in the 
Church of England church, just like his father Samuel was. Even though his 
mother Sussana was a woman of God who put the wrath of God in her 
family continually, making them pray 3 times a day, and teaching them to 
memorize scripture.  
 

But like many of us, there was a point in his life where our beliefs either 
take us further in our faith, or leave us stranded on a beach. For John                  
Wesley, this moment was after a harrowing boat trip, where he thought 
he faced certain death.  Instead of seeking God he cringed and decided to 
end his priesthood.  
 

But you see, God loves us, and he intervened in John’s life, just as he does 
in our lives. God put a man named Peter Bohler, in Wesley’s path.                           
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And after telling Peter Böhler, about 
his impending decision to give up the 
ministry Böhler said to him, "preach 
faith till you have it, and then                    
because you have it, you will preach 
faith.  
 

And although that helped, it wasn’t 
until May 24, 1738, when Wesley was 
on his way to a prayer meeting at a 
church located on Aldersgate Street 
London that God intervened again, 
and the words we have hear again 
and again about Wesley’s heart be-
ing" strangely warmed” happened 
and his faith was restored.  
 
 
 

You see sometimes it is in the                      
moments of our uncertainty that God 
gives us faith.  
 

I encourage you, whether you’re 
heart is strangely warmed,                         
lukewarm, ice cold or tepid, that you 
join us on Wednesday nights                       
beginning March 2 at 7PM in the 
sanctuary all the way up until Easter 
where the laity of the Mt. Pocono 
Church will be preaching on the last 7 
words that Jesus spoke from the 
cross.  
 

I pray you will be blessed,  
Pastor Bob, Nancy and of course 
Wesley (our pup).  
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Lent is a time we turn our minds and our hearts 
back to God.  Hence, the practice of prayer, fasting 
and giving.  These practices help us focus on God 
instead of ourselves.  Anything we give up for Lent 
is a form of fasting. 
 
This year we can all give up at least a dollar a day 

to support the work of our Church. 
 
Lenten Folders can be found in the Welcome Center on the volunteer table. 
Everyone is encouraged to place their sacrifice in the Lenten Folders and              
return it to the church on Easter Sunday. 
 
Any positive thing we do during these 40 days of Lent can make a big impact in 
our lives and the lives of others. 
 
May your life be transformed and blessed with abundance during this Lenten 
Season. 

 

Peace 
Pastor Bob  

mailto:mpumcpa@gmail.com
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COUNCIL: Greetings fellow church members! For those of you who may not know me, my name is Kristin 
Grubb.  For now, I am the administrative council chairperson and a lay leader here at MTPUMC.  Having 
held this position for several years, I am excited about our new ministry that will be looking for new                          
volunteers.  We need to work towards encouraging and gathering new churchgoers to find the same                  
excitement in getting an opportunity to help make decisions here at our church and to continue our job of 
serving others.  We are seeking more church involvement in a number of opportunities and if you find you 
would like to be involved in the administrative council, please reach out to any of our members to share 
your interests. We meet monthly, usually for one hour at the most on zoom, to review the financial status 
of the church, the success of our many programs, the endless work and upkeep needed to keep our                    
building safe, and to discover where we could go from here. Being part of the unseen workings of the 
church is vital to its  success.  If you feel you are being called to lead, we have those opportunities as well 
and would love to know this!  

Let me also thank those of you who shared words of support and  encouragement after sharing the                  
message this past month in Pastor Bob’s absence.  I do love to share and appreciate you allowing me to do 
so.  In  mentioning this, I know there are also some of you out there who might be interested in doing the 
same.  Maybe you would like to be more involved in the service in the position of the laity to help Pastor 
Bob with reading,  leading, praying, speaking, or helping serve communion.  These opportunities are also 
here for you if you would choose to be involved in this manner.  I would be happy to talk to you and get 
you involved in this way as well.  Lay leaders are necessary for helping the pastor fulfill the needs of the 
church and I am sure several of you would be perfect in this facet.  Don’t be afraid to speak up.  We are 
looking for volunteers to help us lead.  And I am sure there are some of you who would be perfect for this 
opportunity.  Please let  Christine Collazo in the office know that you are curious and someone will get 
ahold of you to talk to you about how you can help!     

Trustees: A few of the trustees have been busy over the past month with issues involving the church heating               
system.  One of the two boilers was not operating.  The HVAV technicians advised we should have the chimney 
cleaned as there was a draft issue.  David Lansdowne, with the help from Allen Gross, Ernie's brother, got on the 
roof and checked the chimney with Ernie at the bottom of the flue.  The chimney was spotless and did not need 
any further contracted cleaning.  Then the HVAC contractor came back and determined the problem was not a 
draft issue but a faulty furnace motor.  That was repaired and both boilers are now on line.  The next issue was a 
problem with the church heating system in the lower level old classroom section of church.  Some rooms were not 
heating when heat was called for.  Trying to save the church money, Ernie and David put there minds together and 
determined there was a bad relay connection in one of the control panels.  To replace a new panel would most 
likely have been hundreds or even over a thousand dollars.  Ernie and David were able to move the relay to an   
unused circuit on the control panel and finally got the system working properly again.  Many thanks to our 93 year 
old Ernie Gross who never stops worrying about keeping our church up and running! 
 
On another note, the trustees were sadly informed last week that the Seventh Day Adventist church that has been 
a tenant for many years will be non-renewing their lease this March.  They pastor of the church cited the Covid 
pandemic as the reason. 
 
Submitted by David Lansdowne, Trustee Chair 



 

 SPRC: Staff Parish Relations Committee – This board meets Quartey (4 times a 

year), unless there are any concerns, then we may require to meet more often 

to find a solution. This board includes a Chair person: who sets up the meeting 

agenda, secretary: who can take minutes and keep the book up to 

date. Also, there is six other seats. All discussions in this meeting are personal 

and confidential.  

 

As of now all meeting are held on zoom at 7:00 PM on the first Monday of the 

month. If you are interested in being a part of this committee please place a 

note with your name, email, and phone number in a sealed envelope marked 

SPRC in our mailbox located in the Welcome Center.  

 

Thank You! 
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Communion Offering 
Join us for communion Sunday. The Lord invites you to His table to 

receive these spiritual blessings through the elements of bread and 

wine. Don't miss this. 

 

Our Communion Offering for March will be supporting: 

 

Native American  
Ministries Sunday      

     
Your support will equip seminary students who will honor and                   
celebrate Native American culture in their ministries. You also                     

empower congregations that are finding fresh new ways to minister 
to their communities with the love of Christ.  

 
Thank you so much and God bless you.  



5 

In 1998 the church decided it wanted to address the 

handicapped inaccessibility of the church in order for 

people to negotiate both getting into the church and 

moving from place to place within the church. In the 

process two things were discovered. The topography 

of the site it was impossible to solve the issue with 

external construction. Then there was the realization 

of the need for additional space for its ministries. 

Through a long planning process it was decided 

to add an addition that would provide more space for 

its ministries and at the same solve the problem of 

external and internal accessibility. 

Several challenges were confronted and met. First, 

designing the addition and linking it to the existing 

facility. The second was carrying out three successive 

3 year financial campaigns. Finally the third challenge 

was how to pay off the debt that remained after the 

campaigns. This was all successfully completed with 

the formal dedication of the addition in 2018. 

One of the important aspects of the campaign to               

cover the costs of the $2,000,000 addition was the 

generous financial and in-kind contributions from 

members of the congregation for various rooms in 

the new addition. In 2007 plaques were put up at 

each of these rooms recognizing the gift of the donor. 

However, in 2021it was realized that several of these 

donors had either moved or had died. In order that 

the memory of these persons be kept alive for years 

to come it was decided to affix a short story about 

those making these gifts, and placing a framed                 

summary with this information adjacent to each 

plaque Everyone may go to the various locations of 

these plaques or look for the write ups for each 

plaque that has been reproduced in this book. In 

years to come those who made these gifts and a short 

statement regarding each one will help keep alive 

who they were and the significant role they played in 

helping the church to realize its original vision that 

has served the church’s ministry since the building 

was completed and will enable its ministry to contin-

ue for years to come. 
 

Binders with full descriptions can be found in                       

welcome center and the entry way of the sanctuary. 
 

Below there is an index listing each donor in                     

alphabetical order and the place where their plaque is 

located.  

1. Robert and Wanda Altermose Drama Class Room 

KDO  

2. Bern and Jean Cramer Canopy and Elevator 

3. Ernest and Mary Gross Welcome Center  

4.E T and Betti Lou Holland Coy room KDO  

5. Harry and Nancy Johnston and Family Computer 

Room KDO  

6. Jack Kalins Parlor  

7. John Kalinauskis Parlor  

8. Stanley and Betty Menking Kitchen  

 

 

9. David and Lynn Lansdowne New Sanctuary                 

Connector  

10. Mason and Yonne Linn Pastor’s Office 

10. Carl and Marilyn Moritz Pastor’s Office  

11. Kathy Noone Welcome Center Foyer 11 

12. Anne Louise Strickland and Family Christian              

Education KDO Office  

1. Dan and Eileen Snyder Drama Class Room KDO 1 

13. Albert and Edythe Weller Video Class Room KDO  

14. George Walker Covenant Hall 14 

15. Marian Zychel Secretary’s Office 15 

Donors and Rooms 



Please join us every second Sunday of the month at our 11:00               

service for our Children’s Church.  

 

Our next Children's Service will be March 13th 

 

During this service we will have the children participate throughout 

the service as well as sing some of our favorite children songs.  

 

Stay after the service for a snack!  
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Children’s Choir 

Come sing with us! 

We believe that all                   

children are creative and 

musical and should have 

the opportunity to                      

develop these gifts. 

 

 

 Our children's choir seeks 

to inspire a love of music 

in children. The Children's 

choir will meet on Fridays 

at 5:30 p.m.   

 

No auditions are required 

and all children in are               

welcome.   

 

  

Children's Service  
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MT POCONO. UMC 
FOOD PANTRY 

 Food Pantry needs  

Cooking oil 

Canned fruit 

Canned Meats                            

(tuna, chicken, vienna                  

sausages, etc) 

Peanut Butter & Jelly 

Rice 

Instant Mash Potatoes 

Tea /Drink Mixes 

Salad Dressings 

 

We can always use cash   

donations to buy gift 

cards so that people 

may purchase dairy, fruit 

and perishable items that 

we cannot store. 
 

If you would like to make 

a donation make your 

check out to Pastor's              

Discretionary Fund and in 

the memo section write 

FOOD PANTRY and we 

will apply it for this need. 
 

Thank you for your                       

faithfulness and we will 

post information                       

regarding future needs.   

KDO Highlights 

 
 

S is for Spaghetti! Learning 
our letters takes many 

forms. We shape letters in 
sand, shaving cream, with 

yarn, blocks, and noodles to 
name a few!   

We learn by doing.   
 

Our Bible story for     
February was how Dorcas 
helps others by sewing 

clothes for them.  
 We show God’s love by 

helping others. 
 

Enrollment for Summer 
Camp is here!   
Ages 3 – 12.  

 
 
 

 
 Preschool enrollment for 2022-2023 school year is 

open too! Children ages 2 ½ - 5 are welcome! 
  

Call or email Ms. Helen for more information! 
 570 839-1646, kdops@ptd.net 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



I have a confession to make - in the last couple of years I have not been particularly 
keen on observing Lent. We are now well into our second year of collectively                    
navigating and surviving the myriad challenges compounded by the COVID crisis.  For 
far too many, this time in our shared life has been flooded with anxiety and                          
insecurity. Many have been ill, many have faced the loss of employment, have                    
experienced food insecurity and, most tragically, have experienced the loss of loved 
ones.  
 

I myself have had a number of conversations with God which have sort of gone as 
follows, “Lord, I just can’t. I am simply trying to keep my head above water, emotion-
ally. I can’t handle anymore seriousness. Can’t we have a lighthearted liturgical sea-
son? I could use laugh more than I can the mortification of ashes.”I am so glad that 
God is gentle with us.  
 

I grew up in Evangelical circles which, apart from Christmas and Easter, were not big 
on following the liturgical calendar. Lent was never part of my Christian experience 
growing up. In the last couple of years, I have found myself wondering, can I just do 
without Lent. Sure, I could, but it might not be spiritually beneficial. In 1784 in his 
revision of the Prayer Book, Wesley marked that, “most of the holy days (so called) 
are omitted, as of present answering no valuable end.” Wesley removed Lenten                  
observance from the liturgical calendar. Well then, if Wesley did not find the                                  
observance of Lent essential, why should contemporary Methodists bother with it? 
One word- discipleship. 
 

The ever-practical Mr. Wesley and his early “people called Methodists”,  developed 
social networks and practices that fostered a lifestyle of discipleship.  The people of 
Class and Band meetings were constantly encouraged to enquire of each other, “how 
is it with your soul?”.  Personal introspection and examination were part and parcel 
of earliest Methodism, going back to Wesley’s Oxford “Holy Club”.  For Wesley, the 
purposes of a Lenten season might not have appeared essential as the discipleship 
aims of its observance were being met in different contexts. The mutual care and     
examination of early Methodists were being regularly attended to. Yet such personal 
reflection was never intended to be merely an act of individualistic, personal piety 
but, when done in community, was driven by a desire to renew and revitalize the 
body of Christ.  
 

In this time of COVID, of political divisions in the nation and within much of the larger 
church, I could do with a bit of renewal. In this time when normalized social and                 
spiritual supports look very different, and in transition, Lent gives us an opportunity 
to ask ourselves and others in Christian community, “how is it with your/our soul?” 

This year, as a collective Lenten observance, those of us associated with Mount                   
Pocono United Methodist Church have been invited to reflect together on the seven 
last sayings of Jesus. It is a rather brilliant extension of observing the stations of the 
cross, but throughout this holy season. In doing so we our invited to be at the cross 
of the one named Emmanuel (“God with us”) at birth (Matthew 1:22), and to renew 
our commitments to the resurrected one who call us to make disciples and promises, 
“Look, I myself will be with you every day until the end of the present age” (Matthew 
28:20). Even, in such a time as this. That’s why. I could use this sense of renewal 
pretty much now.  
 

I’m in! I hope you will join us, Robert Schotter 
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District Lenten Bible Study 

A new, original 7-week Bible 

study designed for small group 

participation, conducted either 

virtually or in person, starting 

the week of Ash Wednesday & 

concluding the week  following 

Easter. 

Each week the study will be 

taught on video by District  

Superintendent  Steven                

Morton, joined by Elders from 

the North District of the                

Eastern Pennsylvania                         

Conference of the United 

Methodist Church. 

 Week 1 - Genesis 29: 13-30 

“A Stealthy Wedding Planner” 

Rev. Nina Patton-Semerod 
 

Week 2 - Numbers 27: 1-11 

“Worthy of Inheritance”            

Rev. Tim Fisher 
 

 Week 3 – Acts 21: 7-14 

“Early Voices in the Church” 

Rev. Eric Yeakel 
 

 Week 4 - Job 42: 10-17 

“Remembered by Name”            

Rev. Dave Felker 
 

 Week 5 - Esther 4:1-17 

“Raised to be Bold”                      

Rev. Stacy Gonzalez 
 

 Week 6 - Judges 11: 29-40            

“A Grave Sacrifice”                           

Rev. Portia Kuzanga 

 Week 7 - Luke 8: 40-42, 49-56 

“It Ain’t Over”                                 

Rev. Jenny Freymoyer 

Why Lent? Why Now? By Robert Schotter  
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This Lenten season, we will be having midweek  Lenten services at 7 p.m.  

beginning on Ash Wednesday, March 2nd.   

Lenten Schedule  
All services are 7pm In the Sanctuary 

 
March 2nd Ash Wednesday “Ashes to Ashes” 

— Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 Pastor Bob 

March 9th “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” —                                               

Luke 23:34   Phillip George 

March  16 “Today shalt thou be with Me in paradise.”  

— Luke 23:43 Robert Schotter 

   March 23 “Woman, behold thy Son.”  —  

John 19:26 Cathie Morgan 

 March 30 “My God, my God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?” 

 — Mark 15:34 Jennifer Faussette 

April 6th “I thirst.” — John 19:28       Meg Williams 

April 10th Palm Sunday Luke 19:28-32, Psalm 118:1-2,19-20, Isaiah 50:4-7a,                             

Psalm 31:13-16 & Phil 2:5-11  

    April 13th “It is finished.” —  

John 19:30 Cathie Morgan  

April 14th Maundy Thursday  

April 15th Good Friday 

Sharon Lester 

April 17th Easter Sunday  

“The 7 Words from the Cross “— Psalm 118:1-2, Luke 24:1-12 

Mid Week Lenten Services 



God Listens to our prayers, so please take a moment to lift your heart and 
hands together with ours in prayer for: Nancy H., Jill B., Jack D., Lauren & 
Diana D., the Davis Family, Beverly F.,  Galenda M., Mary & George R., 
Thomasina S., Mary B., Grace M., Irene N., Cathie & Wayne M., Randy B., 
Kellyann M., Brandon B., Sandra B, Petra R., Bob A., Brian S. Jr, Brian & 
Angela S., Cindy S., Brianna S., Lois D., Ruth G., Richard G., Tom B., Darian D., 
Laurie M., Don M., John & Amber W., Carol & Grier H., Diana F., Ingrid W., 
Tania, Rusty & Janie B. and Amanda, Bailey,  Jared & Sarah, Chris K., Roberta 
D., Melissa L., Gertrude S.,  Kristin R., Winifred B., Julius, Irene B.,  Bob & 
Debbie J.,  Chuck, Lisa, Kayla, Jessica R., Sheryl H., Susan Y., Briana D., Mark 
W., Joan C., Friends and loved ones facing health challenges, cancer 
treatment, pending surgeries, post-surgery  recovery, Prayers for strength 
and safety for Doctors, nurses and all essential workers during this spike in 
COVID cases, May God’s healing  cover all who need His Touch.  

Church Prayer List 

       Prayer Request  

If you would like to add 
a joy or concern   

to the weekly prayer list 
 or remove your prayer              

request from the list  
please contact 

Christine Collazo at  
mpumcpa@gmail.com 

Or call the church office  
570-839-9902   

Join Jennie Faussette 
for a new  Prayer Group 
Ministry on  The first & 
Third Thursday of every 

month. The next 
meeting will be                   

March 3rd at 7 p.m.  in 
the parlor. 
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Ham Dinner Fundraiser 

Saturday 

April 30th  

4:00-6:00P.M. 

Eat in and Take out! 
 

More Details to come!  

Free Tutoring Grades 3-8 

Saturday’s  From 9:00am-12:00 pm 

Space is limited to 25 students  

 

Register using this link: 
https://forms.gle/aEDYEeXBNhsuqeBQA 



 Birthdays &            
Anniversaries  

1 Winifred Bean 
2 Heidi Minich 
3 Catherine Morgan 
4 Ann-Louise Strickland 
6 Donna Read - Gail Vogel 
8 Karen Planer 
9  Susan Youngken 
10 Rebecca Kaddis -  
      Eddie Lester 
11 Bryan Storm 
13 Robert Cook                    
     Samantha Grubb 
14 Bryan Kinsley 
18 Sarina Cook  
19 Nathaniel Heck  
20 Wayne Gross  
21Thomas Bertig 
25 Darrell Lehman                                      
     Mark Williams 
27 Justin Capone 
28 Jack Kalins 
31 Elizabeth Kelso 

 

Anniversaries 

2 Maria & Nelson Rodriguez 
30 Helen & Mark Van Sise 

 
If you have a                      

birthday or anniversary that 
you would like listed, please                  

contact the office to be        
added for the next                  

newsletter. 
 

 

 

March 2022 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 

 

 

 
7:30 p.m. AA, 

FH 

2 
Ash Wednesday 

12-6 Drive Thu 

Ashes 

 

7:00 Lenten 

Service 

7:30 p.m. 

Praise Team- 

3 

 
6:00 p.m.   

Bells 

7:00 p.m. 

Prayer Group  

7:45 p.m. 

Choir 

4 

 

 
5:30 p.m. 

Children’s 

Choir 

5 

 

 

 

 

 

8:30 p.m. AA,  

FH  

6 
8:15 Traditional  
9:30 am -
Contemporary         
Worship          

11am Traditional 
12 pm Fuente 
De Agua 
3pm Igelesia de  
Dios 

7 

 

 

 
 

8 

 

 

 
7:30 p.m. AA, 

FH 

9 
 

7:00 Lenten 

Service 

 
7:30 p.m. 

Praise Team- 

Covenant  

10 

 

 
6:00 p.m.  

Bells 

7:45 p.m. 

Choir 

11 

 

 
5:30 p.m. 

Children’s 

Choir 

12 
 

 

 

 

 

8:30 p.m. AA,  

FH  

13 
8:15 Traditional  
9:30 am -
Contemporary         
Worship          

11am Traditional 
12 pm Fuente 
De Agua 
3pm Igelesia de  
Dios 

14 

 

 
7:00 p.m. 

Finance 
 

15 

 

 

 
7:30 p.m. AA, 

FH 

16 

 
7:00 Lenten 

Service 

 
7:30 p.m. 

Praise Team- 

Covenant  

17 

 

 
6:00 p.m.  

Bells 

7:00 p.m. 

Prayer Group  

7:45 p.m. 

Choir 

18 

 

 
5:30 p.m. 

Children’s 

Choir 

 

 

19 
.   

 

 

 

 

8:30 p.m. AA,  

FH  

20 

8:15 Traditional  
9:30 am -
Contemporary         
Worship          

11am Traditional 
12 pm Fuente 
De Agua 
3pm Igelesia de  
Dios 

21 

 
7:00 p.m.  

Council 

22 

 

 
7:30 p.m. AA, 

FH 

23 

 

 
7:00 Lenten 

Service 

 
7:30 p.m. 

Praise Team- 

Covenant  

24 

 
6:00 p.m.  

Bells 

7:45 p.m. 

Choir 

25 

 

 
5:30 p.m. 

Children’s 

Choir 

26 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8:30 p.m. AA,  

FH  

27 
8:15 Traditional  
9:30 am -
Contemporary         
Worship          

11am Traditional 
12 pm Fuente 
De Agua 
3pm Igelesia de  
Dios 

28      


