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All Services are       
Currently Virtual 

Worship Only  
Contemporary        

Service 
9:00 a.m.   

Traditional Service 
10:30 a.m. 

“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his 
great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.” 1 Peter 1:3  

Happy Easter,  

As United Methodists we are an Easter people. The cross in our 
sanctuaries and the ones we wear around our necks prove that, as 
they are empty. It is our sign to the world that Jesus has risen from 
the grave. Amen.  

Easter is my favorite season of the church.  I love Christmas             
because of the presents, the decorations, and the good cheer that is 
everywhere we go. But Easter, Easter says it all. The promise that 
Jesus spoke about was proven real. When they went to the grave 
and He was no longer there.  

Now the curios thing is that the disciples fled, rather than                  
celebrating. And it wasn’t until 30 and 40 years later that they began 
to write the stories down that they experienced, telling the world 
that He had risen from the grave.  

I guess it takes awhile for Christians to come to the truth. But the 
good news is because of the written words they left behind we are 
given a heads up as to what it is we are to do.  

Peter in 1 Peter tells us that all of have been given great mercy, a 
new hope, a new life, not through anything we do, but only because 
of Christ Jesus. Let us never forget that, let us embrace that, and let 
us make sure we understand how great this gift is that we proclaim 
it each and every day to everyone we encounter.  

I am writing this in March, so I pray that the dates I am  going to list 
here are accurate, check our Webpage, the weekly Mailchimp or call 
the office for the most up to date dates.  

April 2021 Newsletter 

(Continued on page 2) 

From Pastor Bob 



Contact Information 

www.mtpoconoumc.org 

Church Office:  

(570) 839-9902 

mpumcpa@gmail.com  

9 a.m.-2 p.m.          

Monday-Friday   
 

KDO Preschool            

(570) 839-1646 

 kdops@ptd.net 
 

Rev. Bob Amundsen         

(570) 688-5929 
pastorbobumc@gmail.com 

Pastor’s Office Hours 

11 am-2 pm 

 
April 4th we will be                         
celebrating Easter beginning at 
6:30 AM at Knob Hill Rd., 
weather permitting. Since it is 
outside, we can gather in                         
person, with masks and                       
celebrate our Promise.  
 

April 18th, we will be going 
back to In Person Worship at 
9:00 (Contemporary Service in 
Covenant Hall, and 10:30 
(Traditional Service in our 
Sanctuary).  We will continue 
to practice social distancing, 
the wearing of masks,                         
sanitizing procedures and the 
washing of hands. 
 

April 25th at 12:00 in                   
Covenant Hall, we will begin 
some Town Hall Meetings each 
month to talk a little bit about 
what is going on in our denom-
ination where there are some 
who want to break away from 
the UMC church and create 
something else. I will have 
some handouts available, and 
as the title “Town Hall” this 
will be a time of exploration, 
discussion and understanding.  

Over the following few months 
we will move around the 
dates, the days and times so 
everyone can be involved.                          

 

We will also stream them live 
on FB so that if you do not fee 
comfortable you can view from 
home.  
 

 

Lastly, as we resume in person 
worship, as we will soon begin 
to have events such as yard 
sales, gatherings, VBS and in 
person meetings I want to 
begin working with newer 
attendees as well as                           
established folks to create 
some new ministry                                         
opportunities, missions and 
committee work. 
 

It has been a strange first year 
as your pastor, but now that 
people are getting vaccinated, 
as we are moving towards 
what they are calling herd                   
immunity, maybe we can get 
back to doing church the way it 
used to be done. 
 

Although, we will continue to 
use (and expand) some of the 
new things we have learned. It 
is exciting to see people from 
around country, and around 
the world worshipping with us. 
Our interns and staff have 
done a wonderful job expand-
ing our reach and we should 
be excited about what is going 
on in our church.  
 

Prayerfully, many of you are 
reading this on paper as we 
have reinstituted a mailed 
newsletter and when you are 
done, pass it on to a friend. 
Prayers with each and every 
one of you, and I look forward 
to seeing all of you soon,  

 

Pastor Bob and Nancy 
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Communion Offering 

Our Communion                     
Offering for the first 

Sunday in April will be 
supporting: 

 
1 Great hour of 

Sharing          
 

    Your support will 
equip seminary                    

students who will honor 
and celebrate Native 
American culture in 
their ministries. You                 

also empower                       
congregations that are 
finding fresh new ways 

to minister to their 
communities with the 

love of Christ.  
 

Thank you so much and 
God bless you.  

Making Virtual Connections 
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Mt. Pocono United Methodist Church will be offering a weekly 

devotional message during the Lenten. You can watch the most 

recent message on our YouTube Channel: https://

www.youtube.com/watch?v=dhBXnANi4iA&list=PL37g141er-

5fCZ5JxrwMSosylcgceQHwI 
 

Thursday, April 1: Catherine Morgan - Maundy 

Good Friday, April 2: Pastor Bob 

Easter Sunday, April 4: Pastor Bob                              
                                         

During these challenging times, it can be difficult to find ways to 
connect with one another on a more personal level. At our 
Church, we never want anyone to feel left behind or out of the 
loop. This is why we have poured resources into our various                
social media sites and online webpages. With sites like Facebook 
and Zoom, we can stay connected and communicate with each 
other in an entirely new way while we’re all staying safe at 
home.  
 
One of the ways that you can show us that you’re listening is by 
liking and sharing our posts. Our intern Kayana has been hard at 
work trying to provide everyone with daily content that we hope 
encourages and inspires you. By clicking the ‘like’ button, you 
will be telling us that we’re doing a good job engaging with you. 
That is not the only option, however; Facebook recently added 
the option to react to posts in six different ways - outside of the 
traditional ‘like’ feature, we have love, haha, angry, sad, and 
wow. While we hope to never make you feel sad or angry, we do 
hope that the other react options provide you all with a way to 
express your emotions as it relates to our services and content. 

(Continued on page 4) 



 Something that you may not know is that by liking and sharing our 
posts, you are inadvertently providing us with a boost when it 
comes to Google’s algorithms. This means that for each interaction 
that we receive online, Google recognizes our Church as a site that  
 

 
 
 
 
 

people like to connect with and visit. Subsequently, when those 
who may not be familiar with our Church look up ‘Methodist 
Church’ or just ‘Church’ in general, the MPUMC will be higher up in 
the results list than we have been previously. This is a great way to 
make a difference in that you will be assisting in increasing our  
outreach and introducing us to prospective members.  
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Making Virtual Connections, Cont’d.  
MT POCONO. UMC 

FOOD PANTRY 

 We are beginning the                  

expansion of our church 

food pantry.   With the    

presence of this pandemic, 

food insecurity is becoming 

more and more prevalent. 

We will fight hunger' no one 

should go without at least 

one meal a day and even 

that is not acceptable.  

To thrive in this world you 

need to have 3 meals a day.  

If you're not eating your 

health starts to fail, your 

thinking is interrupted and 

many other symptoms start 

to arise.  So let's make sure 

we have a community that 

is healthy by making sure 

we are doing our part that 

food is on the table. We as 

God's people are here to 

help in any way we can.   
 

We are collecting Dry goods 

and Can goods for our food 

pantry.  It's just one of the 

ways of helping our                   

community.   

Be on the look our in our weekly mailchip e-news! 

We will now be hosting a weekly coloring event for your children to participate 
in! Every week, we'll send out a new coloring page to print and all your kids 
have to do is get their markers and crayons, and let their imagination do the 
rest! 

 

No printer or coloring supplies? No problem! If you download this image, you 
can also color using the various apps offered online and built into most 
smartphone picture applications already. 
 

We will feature our favorites here for everyone to see. Be sure to send the                 
finished products back to us with your child's first name 
at mpumcpa@gmail.com. 
 
We can't wait to see what your kids come up with! Happy coloring!  

mailto:mpumcpa@gmail.com


Tasty Tuesdays  

  

Tasty Tuesdays ministry  

continues in our church. 

On the 1st and 3rd 

Tuesday of each month 

meals are delivered to 

individuals who could 

use them! 

 A meal made with                 

love doesn't only                 

feed hunger, it fills                     

loneliness, heals hurt 

and brings joy.  

 

If you know someone 

who could use a meal 

or if you would like to 

provide a meal, please 

contact Christine in the 

church office.  

 

Let's all help spread the 

love! 
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THERE IS NO QUESTION: 
 Giving is a cornerstone of the Cristian 

faith, but God is the Greatest Giver  
by Ingrid & Rolly Wiltshire 

Rolly and Ingrid Wiltshire migrated from Trinidad & Tobago in                

December 1986. We landed in the evening at JFK airport where we 

were greeted by our relatives. It was not strange for us because we 

had traveled to the United States many times on vacation before. 

We lived in Brooklyn, New York for ten years and held various 

jobs in the city. Rolly finally ended up at Bronx Community                        

College and Ingrid worked at Ogden Allied Aviation Services.  
 

As children, we grew up seeing our parents helping our relatives 

and friends. They didn’t have much but always found ways to give 

and to help. They helped to purchase school books and clothing; 

they fed the children in the neighborhood and helped the sick. We 

didn’t know it at that time but there was joy in giving and a 

blessing to give. 
 

Because of our upbringing, as adults we used to visit the “Home 

for the Elderly” in Trinidad to spend time with the residents to 

cheer them up, pray and listen to their stories. We thoroughly               

enjoyed these sessions and the residents looked forward to 

the visits. We learned that there is joy in giving and that it is a 

blessing to give. 
 

Our parents were very spiritual; Ingrid was baptized in the Anglican 

Church and Rolly was baptized in the Catholic Church. We were  

expected to attend Church Services each Sunday. Because of the 

way we were raised when we came to this country, we alternated 

between the two denominations for Sunday Services. Our 

two children attended St. Vincent Ferrer Catholic School and St. 

Thomas Aquinas. 

 

When we lived in Brooklyn we used to pray, fast and feed the 

homeless at the Bowery in Brooklyn and the Armory in Manhattan 

on an annual basis.                                                                             
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MT POCONO. UMC 

FOOD PANTRY 

 We are beginning the                  

expansion of our church 

food pantry.   With the    

presence of this pandemic, 

food insecurity is becoming 

more and more prevalent. 

We will fight hunger' no one 

should go without at least 

one meal a day and even 

that is not acceptable.  

To thrive in this world you 

need to have 3 meals a day.  

If you're not eating your 

health starts to fail, your 

thinking is interrupted and 

many other symptoms start 

to arise.  So let's make sure 

we have a community that 

is healthy by making sure 

we are doing our part that 

food is on the table. We as 

God's people are here to 

help in any way we can.   
 

We are collecting Dry goods 

and Can goods for our food 

pantry.  It's just one of the 

ways of helping our                   

community.   

Those dayswere rewarding yet 

sad. Sometimes the food was 

not sufficient because of the 

amount of homeless people 

and families.  We still have this 

specific and poignant 

memory- we ran out of food on 

one occasion and an elderly 

man told us “He was 

going to wait at the spot he was 

standing for us until the next 

day”. That was heart 

wrenching for our children and 

ourselves as we knew we were 

not returning that 

Sunday. 

 

We moved from Brooklyn to 

The Poconos, PA in 1996 and we 

attended the St. Ann’s                      

Catholic Church in Tobyhanna 

for many years. Our daughter 

was confirmed at this church. 

 

Although we attended St. Ann’s, 

we felt something was missing 

with this particular                             

congregation. So, we were 

searching; we wanted a more 

meaningful experience at our 

place of worship. 

 

Fortunately, in 2005, our                           

neighbor Louise Carbonaro who 

was the secretary at the 

United Methodist Church at 

that time, introduced us to this 

wonderful and warm 

community.  We thanked her 

for that gesture and we are           

truly grateful because we 

still attend the Mt. Pocono     

United Method Church. 

 

One of our dreams was to                          

create a soup kitchen to feed 

the less fortunate. To this 

end, in 2015 Rolly had a                            

discussion with Pastor Kofi 

about this endeavor to establish 

a soup kitchen at the Church. 

But that did not materialize be-

cause of the absence of a “real 

kitchen” and because of the 

coding pertaining to                           

Pennsylvania Laws with serving 

food.  We then decided to                 

prepare a meal to serve                     

members of the community. 

This took place at the Church on 

April 28th 2017 and was very 

well attended.  

 

 



Tasty Tuesdays  

  

Tasty Tuesdays ministry  

continues in our church. 

On the 1st and 3rd 

Tuesday of each month 

meals are delivered to 

individuals who could 

use them! 

 A meal made with                 

love doesn't only                 

feed hunger, it fills                     

loneliness, heals hurt 

and brings joy.  

 

If you know someone 

who could use a meal 

or if you would like to 

provide a meal, please 

contact Christine in the 

church office.  

 

Let's all help spread the 

love! 
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We have continued to                          

periodically contribute to the 

food pantry and to participate in 

other ministries. We also believe 

in tithing. 

 
Over the years we have tried to 

give as generously as we could 

afford. We give out of love for 

others and because we are 

thankful. The spirit in which the 

gift is given is the most                              

important thing. We give and we 

don’t expect any accolades. 

 

When we were younger, we 

were not avid readers of the 

Scriptures but we now 

spend more time studying the 

Bible. As we continue to mature, 

our faith has grown 

considerably. Everything we 

have, everything we have                   

accomplished and everything 

we’ve earned is because of God.                             

Because of our faith in God, we 

have overcome financial                    

challenges and medical                    

problems. We have been 

blessed in so many ways- we 

firmly                   believe that 

God is the Greatest Giver. 

 

 

 

 

The Bible tells us in                                    

Corinthian 9:10 “Now he who 

supplies seed to the sower and 

bread for food will also supply 

and increase your store of seed 

and will enlarge the 

harvest of your righteousness” 

We can say that we have                          

experienced this phenomenon 

several times over and can now 

firmly proclaim there is joy in 

giving and a blessing to give. 

As children, we 
grew up seeing 

our parents                      
helping our               

relatives and 
friends. They did-
n’t have much but 

always found 
ways to give and 

to help. 



 

SUMMER 2021 YARD SALES TO BENEFIT MINISTRY 

of the MT POCONO UMC  
 

Dear Vendor, 
 
 The dates for the Summer Yard Sales 2020 have been set for Saturdays, June 5th and July 24th  
from 9:00 a.m. to 2 p.m.  They will be held outside on the church lawn.  In case of inclement        
weather, it will move inside.  There will be no sharing of tables – One Vendor per table.  And NO 
SMOKING.  The sale of food and drink products is prohibited unless cleared in advance with the 
Sale Coordinator. 
 Our fee will be $15.00 per table/space per sale.  You are responsible for clean-up of your area 
when you are done.  Your $15.00 non-refundable table reservation must be received (not post 
marked) as follows:  June Sale by June 1st and the July sale by July 20th. Please do not phone to                
reserve your spot.  To reserve your table, please send your check with the bottom portion of this 
letter to the address at the bottom of this page – Mark Att: Wendy Gross on the envelope.  Please 
indicate “Yard Sale” in the memo area of the check.  Make checks payable to “Mt, Pocono U.M.C.”  
Please mark the appropriate box to indicate which sale you are reserving. 
 Please post the enclosed handout at your place of work, worship, or a local store.  The more 
people who know about our sale, the more you will sell!  Feel free to make copies!! 
 Set up times:  All vendors – Saturday 7:00a.m. to 9:00 a.m.  After unloading – ALL VENDORS 
ARE TO PARK IN THE PARKING LOT ACROSS RT. 611, not along Church Avenue or in the limited 
parking lots.  These are for your customers! Questions? Call 977-1798. 
 
■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■  
 

I would like to reserve a table for the Yard Sale on: 
 

 June 5th, 2021         July 24th, 2021 
 
At a rate of $15.00 per table.  I understand that the Yard Sale is sponsored by the Mt. Pocono                  
United Methodist Church and proceeds go the general fund.  I will be ready to sell at 9:00 a.m., stay 
set up until 2 p.m., tidy my area prior to leaving and take all trash, empty boxes and unsold items 
home with me. 
 

Number of tables @ $15 each______________  Check Number________________ 
 

NAME___________________PHONE___________________ 
 

ADDRESS_______________________TOWN__________________ZIP________________ 
 

EMAIL______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Mt. Pocono United Methodist Church, 12 Church Ave, Mt. Pocono, PA 18344 
wlgblueband@gmail.com 



Vanco  

Many of you have asked for 

a way to give to the                   

ministries of Mt. Pocono 

UMC, especially during this 

time of Covid. 

As our outreach has                   

expanded through our 

online ministries and the 

need in our community has 

increased. 

 

 

 

We have partnered with 

Vanco to this end, we thank 

you in advance for you gifts. 

Pastor Bob 
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 7 Reasons to Choose eGiving 
Did you know our church offers multiple ways to give?                             
Our eGiving options are convenient alternatives to cash and checks, 
which are difficult to use if you’re joining us virtually and can easily be 
forgotten at home when worshipping in person. But that’s not the only 
reason to consider our eGiving program for your one- time gifts or                   
recurring donations. Here are seven benefits of eGiving. 

1. It Makes Giving Easy 
eGiving makes it simple for you to give exactly how and when you want. 
You can make a one-time donation or set up recurring gifts right from 
your computer, tablet or phone. 
 

2. It’s Safe and Secure 
You never need to worry about your donation making it into our account. 
Unlike with checks and cash, which can be misplaced, gifts made via       
eGiving are directly sent to our church’s bank account. Our payment                
solutions provider ensures your personal information remains secure. 
 

3.No Cash, No Checks, No Problem 
Never worry about forgetting your cash or checkbook at home again. 
With eGiving, you can make a donation right from your phone. For                             
further worry- free giving, you can also set up recurring donations online, 
so your gift continues even when you can’t make it to service. 
 

4.You Can Choose Where Your Gift Goes 
We know our members feel passionately about supporting many causes. 
Our church uses donations to fund everything from mission trips to     
building maintenance. When you make a gift using our eGiving tools, you 
can direct the funds toward the cause you wish to support at our church. 
 

5.It Gives Our Church Stability 
Your generous donations support our mission, operations and many              
ministries. By setting up recurring donations online, you enable us to 
maintain financial stability and plan for the future. 
 

6.You Can Give on the Go 
With eGiving, you don’t have to physically be at church to contribute. Use 
our church’s convenient eGiving tools to donate from the beach, on the 
road or right at home. 
 

7.You Can Easily Track Your Giving History 
From your eGiving account, you can view past donations, update bank      
account or credit and debit card information, and set up recurring gifts or 
adjust existing ones. 

https://mtpoconoumc.org/vanco/


KIDS NIGHT OUT! 

 FRIDAY, April 23rd  
5:00 – 9:00 p.m. $20 

per child,  
siblings welcome. 

 
DROP OFF YOUR               

CHILDREN FOR A NIGHT 
OUT!  IT’S OUR KIDS’ 

SPRING FLING! 
  

FUN FILLED ACTIVITIES 
INCLUDING DINNER, 
CRAFTS, DANCING, 
PLAY AND MUCH 

MORE! 
SIGN UP With                   

Ms. Helen,                              
570 839-1646, 

kdops@ptd.net 

KDO Highlights 

 Happy Easter and 
Blessings from all of 
us at Kids Day Out 
Preschool! 
 

Jesus is alive in our 
hearts this Easter. 

 

 

Thanks to                     
Kettle Creek                             
Environmental                 
Education Center 
for the great                 
program on Pocono 
Wildlife! 
 

 

Preschool and Summer Camp Enrollment is open!               
Children ages 3 – 12 are welcome in our fun and 
educational summer program!  Call or email Ms. 
Helen for more information! 570 839-1646, 
kdops@ptd.net  
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Day Camp         
Daily from 9:30 – 1:30 for ages 3-12. Activities include water fun days, field trips to the park and 
movie theatre, picnics, treasure hunts, arts and crafts, outdoor play and more!   
 

Learning Camp and Tutoring – Forget the Summer 

Brain Drain!  

 

1-hour sessions for Pre-K – 5th graders 

Practice skills in handwriting, print or cursive, reading,      
or math this summer! Fun activities and small group or  
individual instruction by trained/certified teaching staff. 
 
  
 

 
 
STEM Camp in July for ages 3-12.  STEM is real world focus using 
hands-on-learning in the key areas of Science, Technology, Engi-
neering, and Math.   
 

 

 

Enroll in one, two, or all four programs. Class size is limited.   

Contact Ms. Helen to register today! 
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KIDS’ DAY OUT SUMMER    
Join us for fun and learning!    



 A home filled with love is the 
greatest known thing a man can 
possess, whether peasant or king. 
... It need not be lavish, maybe 
simple but fair; it is a sweet ha-
ven because love and joy abide 
there. ... A tree for cool shade, a 
rose by the gate, mats that spell 
welcome, no castle is so great”   
(Virginia Borman Grimmer.)  
 
This home is so descriptive of our 
sister Donna Read’s home and 
family.  Donna attended the ‘The 
Traditional Sunday Morning               
Worship Service” at 11:00 
AM.  Moreover, with joy in her 
voice, she said that attending the 
traditional service and singing the 
old fashioned hymns with their 
melodious tunes brings great com-
fort and strength to her life, ena-
bling her to receive spiritual food 
to carry her through the week and 
beyond.  Donna said that the tra-
ditional old hymns speak volumes 
to her and all of us if only we 
would give them time to inspire 
our hearts and minds.  Further-
more, she loves the Traditional 
Worship Service because she is a 
traditionalist and looks forward to 
attending weekly. 
 
Donna has been attending and is a 
member of Mount Pocono UMC 
for the past 35 years; it all began 
in 1986 when she transferred her 
membership from the Buckhamon 
United Methodist in West                  

Virginia.  She and her family have 
been living here in the Poconos 
since 1986, and upon arriving 
here, much less than a week,   
Donna found our church – walked 
in, introduced herself and family. 
The reception that she received 
that day keeps her wanting to re-
turn to "the Church on the Moun-
tain." 
 
Donna describes her immediate 
and extended family by saying 
that she lives here in the Pocono 
with her husband Ralph of 45 
years of marriage {January 10th 
their anniversary} and their        
youngest son Keith.  Their daugh-
ter Kate and her daughter 
Ruthann live 15 minutes away 
from them.  Their oldest son Na-
than, his wife                Sabrina, and 
their son Dillan all live two hours 
away in Williamsport, PA.  With 
great joy in Donnas' voice, she said 
that all three of their children 
were active in Sunday school clas-
ses, the  United Methodist Youth                          
Fellowship [UMYF]; Vacation Bible 
School [VBS]; and attended                 
Pocono Plateau summer youth 
camps. 
 
For Donnas' profession, she is now 
a retired Registered Nurse.  She 
worked at Pocono Medical Center; 
taught nursing for 7 years with 
MCAVTS—Practical Nursing Pro-
gram; she worked with several 
Home Care Agencies; local nursing 
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homes and ended her career with                                
Compassionate Care and Hospice Nursing              
Homes visits that serve both Monroe and Pike 
Counties.   
 
Donna says her favorite church events were the 
Silent Auction Fundraisers, family Church                         
dinners, along the fellowship of covered dish 
suppers.  She enjoys the warm fellowship of the 
Christ-like community of Mount Pocono UMC 
and the Wesley Women's Ministry [WM].  Donna 
loves to read and will often comfort herself by 
just sitting at the window looking out over the 
green luscious Mountain trees while reading a 
book.  Not only does she loves to read the 'Love 
Stories' and 'Mystery Books,' but she loves to 
read and receive spiritual inspiration from the 
Bible.  Donnas' favorite Bible verse comes from 
the 23rd Psalm:  "The Lord is my shepherd, I shall 
not want" (v. 1)… 
 
Moreover, Donna would like our past, present, 
and future new members to know about her 
depth of love, faith, and trust she has for Christ 
Jesus.  She continued by saying that when you 
fully trust in your faith, knowing that God will 
never desert you, "you can move moun-
tains!"  She said that she could attend college at 
West Virginia Wesleyan College by herself with-
out knowing anyone but trusted fully in Christ 
Jesus.  During her years of study, she applied for 
all available Scholarships; she worked programs 
between classes to earn a degree in Nursing. 
 
After a long-standing and wonderful, fulfilling             
career in Nursing, she has now retired with 42 
years of continuous service unto God and the 
many patients and clients He placed in her 
care.  Donna has worked in the newborn                      
nurseries to geriatrics' and ended her career in 

Hospice Home Care practice. In response to re-
tirement, she said that "yes, I still miss not going 
out and doing nursing,” but because of the Pan-
demic, it has forced her to stay at home and fo-
cus on the important people in her life.  She be-
lieves that we must take 60 seconds of gratitude 
each day when feeling down to get through this 
pandemic that we all are facing.  Furthermore, 
we must make a list of as many thankful joys in 
60 seconds; then take a deep breath and be 
thankful! 
 
Donna enjoys nature and would often go out 
camping with her husband during the winter, 
where they can enjoy time on their Snowmo-
biles.  During spring and summer, she can enjoy 
the birds singing in the trees, the cool fresh 
breeze, and the rivers' running.  Donna has many 
hobbies that she shares with us - She is an avid 
reader; she crochet/knits; she has been sewing 
clothing since her junior year of 4-H                              
projects.  She made her own college outfits,                            
created her wedding gown from 2 patterns, and 
reupholstered furniture pieces.   Donna would 
share numerous of these items that she created 
for Christmas gifts with her friends and fami-
lies.  Along with her hobbies, Donna continued 
her Church mission by calling on friends and fam-
ily members on the telephone weekly to let them 
know that she cares about them.  She shows her 
love by sending a card of encouragement, espe-
cially when she receives the news that someone 
is sick.  Donna believes that the "snail mail" is 
mighty to someone stuck at home. 
 
In conclusion, Donna said that one of her great-
est joys in our Church was when Pastor Fred Day 
asked her and her son Nathan to participate in a 
Cross-Cultural/Cross-Racial experience through 
the UMC Northeast Conference.  With much             



 
enthusiasm, she described her experience by stating that the group of 
participants met 2 times during the year, of 3 years, with the partici-
pating Churches, then traveled by charter busses to South Dakota to 
experience the Native American cultures.  Donna has always, from 
a child, put her trust and love in the Lord Jesus for the right direc-
tions and her spiritual food. 
 

“The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
He makes me lie down in green pastures; He leads me beside 

the still water.  He restores my soul; He leadeth me in the paths of 
righteousness for His name’s sake.”  (Psalm 23: 1-3) 
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Meet Our Members                    

Name the Newsletter’ 

We are looking for a name for our newsletter, and we need your help! 

Over the next months, we will like to name the newsletter. Please email suggestions 
to Christine Collazo at MPUMCPA@gmail.com. 

Here are a few guidelines for submissions: 

• The name should be relatively short – two to three words. It needs to fit on the                 
masthead of the current newsletter. 

• It should express a relationship to MT. Pocono UMC/ United Methodist Church  

• It should be unique – If you have a design in mind for the name (e.g., a certain font), 
submit that as well,  

• Be creative!  

      MPUMC Sunshine List  

This is a list of our                  
homebound members. We 

ask that you send a little 
card or note to each of 
these members. If and 

prayed for by their church 
family. Let us know if there 
is someone you would like 

to add. 
 

Anne-Louise Strickland 
76 Village Road 
Stroudsburg, PA 18360 
 
Lois Dunker 
Pleasant Valley Manor 
4227 Manor Drive 
Stroudsburg, PA 18360 
 
Bonnie & Doug Myles 
109 Munch Drive apt 201 
Henryville, PA 18332 



Worship  

I attend at: 9:00(  ) / 10:30(  )   

I am willing to serve at:  

9:0 (  )  /  10:30  (  )   
 

Activities  
Game Night*              (  )  

Movie Night*              (  )  
 

Education  
Children Sunday School 

Nursery Help             (  )  

Children’s Church Help       (  )  

Youth Group                         (  )  
 

Vacation Bible School  

Crafts                         (  )  

Games             (  )  

Snacks              (  ) 

Receptionist             (  )  
 

Adult Ministries 

Small Groups   (  )  

Teacher   (  ) 
 

Events  
Christmas Dinner  (  )  

Yard Sale    (  )  

Holiday Programs   (  )  
 

Missions  
Food Pantry                           (  ) 

Mission Local   (  )  

Missions Overseas  (  ) 

Outreach  

Backpack Ministry  (  )  

Directory Update   (  )  

Directory Pictures   (  )  

Track attendance weekly (  ) 

Guest Visitation  (  )  

Help our seniors  (  )  

Homebound Meals             (  )  

Input Vital Signs   (  )   

Ride share   (  )  

We miss you Postcards  (  )  
 

Pastoral Care Ministry  
Hospital Visitation  (  )  

Shut-in Visitation  (  )  
 

Prayer Ministry  
E-mail Prayer Chain             (  )  

Brother’s Keeper  (  )  
 

Technology  
E-mail coordinator  (  )  

Graphic Designer   (  )   

Sound Room             (  )  

Maintain FB Site  (  )  

Maintain Webpage  (  )  

Mailchimp    (  )  
 

Visual Team Member 
Photographer                       (  )  

Videographer            (  )  

Video editor              (  )  

Design Brochures  (  )  

Newsletter writer  (  )  
 

Worship Team Member 
Adult Choir Member  (  ) 

Bell Choir                            (  ) 

Children Choir Member  (  )  

Greeter    (  ) 

Liturgist    (  )  

Praise Team    (  ) 

Prayer Rail   (  )  

Usher               (  )  

Welcome Center  (  )   

 

Youth Ministry  
Visit Youth Visitors  (  )  

Cards to College youth (  )  

 

What Else?  
Other ________________(  ) 

Please fill out and           

return to the form to 

the church office.   

Through God’s help, I/we will commit myself/ourselves to do His work  

as part of the Mt. Pocono United Methodist Church in the following ways;  
 

Name ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone (            )  _________________________    E-mail (Print legibly) _____________________________ 
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God Listens to our prayers, so please take a moment to lift your heart and 
hands together with ours in prayer for: Nancy H., Jill B., Marilyn M., Olive & 
Jack D., Lauren & Diana D., the Davis Family, Beverly F.,  Galenda M., Mary & 
George R., Thomasina S., Mary B., Grace M., Irene N., Cathie & Wayne M., 
Randy B., Kellyann M., Brandon B., Sandra B, Petra R., Bob A., Brian S. Jr, 
Brian & Angela S., Cindy S., Brianna S., Lois D., Ruth G., Richard G., Tom B., 
Darian D., Laurie M., Don M., John & Amber W., Carol & Grier H., Diana F., 
Ingrid W., Tania, Rusty & Janie B. and Amanda, Bailey,  Jared & Sarah, Chris 
K., Roberta D., Melissa L., Gertrude S.,  Kristin R., Winifred B., Julius, Irene B.,  
Bob & Debbie J.,  Chuck, Lisa, Kayla, Jessica R., Sheryl H., Susan Y., Briana D., 
Mark W., Joan C., Friends and loved ones facing health challenges, cancer 
treatment, pending surgeries, post-surgery  recovery, Prayers for strength 
and safety for Doctors, nurses and all essential workers during this spike in 
COVID cases, May God’s healing  cover all who need His Touch.  

Church Prayer List 

       Prayer Request  

If you would like to add 
a joy or concern   

to the weekly prayer list 
 or remove your prayer              

request from the list  
please contact 

Christine Collazo at  
mpumcpa@gmail.com 

Or call the church office  
570-839-9902   
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New Email: GMAIL! 
Hello everyone, 

We’ve just gone Google! The church office is now the proud 

owner of a shiny new Gmail address: mpumcpa@gmail.com! 

We have been using our google account more and more often 

and may have noticed that the last few emails have come from 

this address.  
 

We felt the change was needed to move on from the old PTD 

address since PTD has put a cap on the number of emails we 

are able to send, and many emails were being bumped into 

SPAM/Junk folders.  

Furthermore we’ve changed the email settings of the old ac-

count and all the emails from now onward will be forwarded to 

the new Gmail address. But you will receive a reply from the 

new email address. Please change or add our new address to 

your contacts. 
 

Use mpumcpa@gmail.com to email the church office from now 

on and get in touch with us whenever you’d like. 

Be well, 

Christine  

mailto:mpumcpa@gmail.com
mailto:mpumcpa@gmail.com


 Birthdays &            
Anniversaries  

1 Gloria Bush 
6 Jason Lopez 
7 Chase Dawson-  
   Alana Van Grouw 
9 Dean Gillett  
    Marlena Scarfo 
10 Chelcea Maynard 
11 Gina Vance 
16 Ernie Gross - Jean Moyer 
18 James Hyatt  
20 David Lansdowne  
23 John H. Davis 
     Dylan Herring 
24 Scott Williams 
29 Joseph Bradley 

 

Anniversaries 

21 Lauren & Darryl Lehman 
23 Shirley & Robert 
       Lansdowne 
25 Rebekah & Joseph 
       Johnson 

 

If you have a                      
birthday or anniversary that 
you would like listed, please                  

contact the office to be        
added for the next                  

newsletter. 
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April 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 

 

 
6:00 p.m.  

Bells 

7:45 p.m. 

Choir 

2 3 
9:00 a.m. 

Haitian 

Church—

S,K,FH 

 

8:30 p.m. AA,  

FH  

4 Easter 
9 am -
Contemporary         
Worship          
10:30 am  

Traditional 
12 pm Fuente 
De Agua 
3pm Igelesia 
de  Dios 

5 

 

 

 
7:00 p.m. 

SPRC 

 

6 

 

 

 
7:30 p.m. AA, 

FH 

7 

 

 

 
7:30 p.m. 

Praise Team- 

Covenant  

8 

 

 
6:00 p.m.  

Bells 

7:45 p.m. 

Choir 

9 10 

9:00 a.m. 

Haitian 

Church—

S,K,FH 

 

8:30 p.m. AA,  

FH  

11 
9 am -
Contemporary         
Worship          
10:30 am  

Traditional 
12 pm Fuente 
De Agua 
3pm Igelesia 
de  Dios 

12 

 

 

 
7:00 p.m. 

Finance 

 

13 

 

 

 
7:30 p.m. AA, 

FH 

14 

 

 
7:30 p.m. 

Praise Team- 

Covenant  

15 

 

 
6:00 p.m.  

Bells 

7:45 p.m. 

Choir 

16 17 
9:00 a.m. 

Haitian 

Church—

S,K,FH 

 

8:30 p.m. AA,  

FH  

18 
9 am -
Contemporary         
Worship          
10:30 am  

Traditional 
12 pm Fuente 
De Agua 
3pm Igelesia 
de  Dios 

19 

 

 

 
7:00 p.m. 

Council 

20 

 

 

 
7:30 p.m. AA, 

FH 

21 

 

 
7:30 p.m. 

Praise Team- 

Covenant  

22 

 

 
6:00 p.m.  

Bells 

7:45 p.m. 

Choir 

23 24 
9:00 a.m. 

Haitian 

Church—

S,K,FH 

 

8:30 p.m. AA,  

FH  

25  
9 am -

Contemporary         

Worship          

10:30 am  

Traditional 
12 pm Fuente 
De Agua 
3pm Igelesia 
de  Dios 

26 27 28 29 30  



 
Rev. Bob Amund-

sen Pastor 

Helen VanSise            
KDO Preschool 

Director  

Christine Collazo 
Church Secretary  

Kurt Faussette 
Music Director/

Organist 

Raymond 
Faussette Worship 

Team Leader 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

Mount Pocono United Methodist Church 

12 Church Avenue 

Mt. Pocono, PA 18344 

 

Phone: 570-839-9902 

E-mail:  mpumc@gmail.com 

Website: www.mtpoconoumc.org 

 

 


