Mt. Pocono United Methodist Church
Our Mission is to call, nurture
and send disciples for Jesus Christ.

From Pastor Bob

March 2021

Happy Easter,
Even though Easter is April 4th this year, I want to wish
everyone a Happy Easter early because we need it this year. For
me, Easter is the day that says it all. It is the proof of the
promise that Jesus gave to us, and it is what we need as
Christians to tell the world. To tell the world that we believe
that God came to us, He showed us what it is we need to do, He
cared enough for us that He died for us, and through His
resurrection, He showed us that life after death was possible.
I hope many of you have been listening to or watching our
Lenten speakers. This year because of Covid-19 our clergy
cluster decided that they did not have the time or energy to
meet weekly. I asked our wonderful laity to step up and they
did. All but one spot was filled, and I am still hoping that this
happens.
This month our newsletter may or may not be delivered to you
in printed form. We did all we needed to do to get the
paperwork and permits done, but because the Post Office has
been overburdened it may need to wait until next month, we
will see.

If you have noticed our social media has increased thanks to our
two newest interns, Kennesha and Kayana. Kennesha has been
focusing on our newsletter and our Mailchimp, Kayana has been
posting daily on Facebook, developing new social media
avenues, and will soon be exploring demographics for the area
surrounding our church. Let them know you appreciate their
hard work in growing our community.
(Continued on page 2)
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All Services are
Currently Virtual
Worship Only
Contemporary
Service
9:00 a.m.
Traditional Service
10:30 a.m.

This month you will see a
separate sheet labeled
Member Sign up form,
please look over areas that
you would be interested in
participating in and return to
our church office. As people
are vaccinated, and as we
are able to reopen again, we
want to make sure that we
not only return to what we
have always done, but we
add and grow in our
participation.

Contact Information
www.mtpoconoumc.org

Church Office:
(570) 839-9902
mpumcpa@gmail.com
9 a.m.-2 p.m.
Monday-Friday
KDO Preschool
(570) 839-1646
kdops@ptd.net
Rev. Bob Amundsen
(570) 688-5929
pastorbobumc@gmail.com

Pastor’s Office Hours
11 am-2 pm
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It won’t be long until we are
back in church, we have
Pastor Bob and Nancy

Making Virtual Connections
During these challenging times, it can be difficult to find ways to
connect with one another on a more personal level. At our
Church, we never want anyone to feel left behind or out of the
loop. This is why we have poured resources into our various
social media sites and online webpages. With sites like Facebook
and Zoom, we can stay connected and communicate with each
other in an entirely new way while we’re all staying safe at
home.
One of the ways that you can show us that you’re listening is by
liking and sharing our posts. Our intern Kayana has been hard at
work trying to provide everyone with daily content that we hope
encourages and inspires you. By clicking the ‘like’ button, you
will be telling us that we’re doing a good job engaging with you.
That is not the only option, however; Facebook recently added
the option to react to posts in six different ways - outside of the
(Continued on page 4)

Tools For Ministry
PA Morning Schedule:
• 8:40 AM –
Plenary (Including opening
Devotions with Bishop Peggy
Johnson, Text to Give Offering
opportunity with proceeds
going to Antiracism POWER Organization, Philadelphia)
• 9:00 AM – Session A Workshops
• 10:30 AM – Break
•10:45 AM – Session B Workshops

Cost: $5
Venue: Online via Zoom
Find Brochure Below:
https://www.epaumc.org/wp-content/uploads/2021-Tools-forMinistry-Brochure.pdf

Communion Offering
Our Communion
Offering for the first
Sunday in March will be
supporting:

Native American
Ministries Sunday
Your support will
equip seminary
students who will honor
and celebrate Native
American culture in
their ministries. You
also empower
congregations that are
finding fresh new ways
to minister to their
communities with the
love of Christ.
Thank you so much and
God bless you.

Mt. Pocono United Methodist Church will be offering a weekly
devotional message during the Lenten. You can watch the most
recent message on our YouTube Channel: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=dhBXnANi4iA&list=PL37g141er5fCZ5JxrwMSosylcgceQHwI
March 3: Philip George
March 10: Meg Williams
March 17: TBD
March 24: Stan Menking
Thursday, April 1: Catherine Morgan - Maundy
Good Friday, April 2: Pastor Bob
Easter Sunday, April 4: Pastor Bob
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MT POCONO. UMC
FOOD PANTRY
We are beginning the
expansion of our church
food pantry. With the
presence of this pandemic,
food insecurity is becoming
more and more prevalent.
We will fight hunger' no one
should go without at least
one meal a day and even
that is not acceptable.

To thrive in this world you
need to have 3 meals a day.
If you're not eating your
health starts to fail, your
thinking is interrupted and
many other symptoms start
to arise. So let's make sure
we have a community that
is healthy by making sure
we are doing our part that
food is on the table. We as
God's people are here to
help in any way we can.
We are collecting Dry goods
and Can goods for our food
pantry. It's just one of the
ways of helping our
community.
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Making Virtual Connections, Cont’d.
traditional ‘like’ feature, we have love, haha, angry, sad, and wow.
While we hope to never make you feel sad or angry, we do hope
that the other react options provide you all with a way to express
your emotions as it relates to our services and content.

Something that you may not know is that by liking and sharing our
posts, you are inadvertently providing us with a boost when it
comes to Google’s algorithms. This means that for each interaction
that we receive online, Google recognizes our Church as a site that
people like to connect with and visit. Subsequently, when those
who may not be familiar with our Church look up ‘Methodist
Church’ or just ‘Church’ in general, the MPUMC will be higher up in
the results list than we have been previously. This is a great way to
make a difference in that you will be assisting in increasing our
outreach and introducing us to prospective members.

Meet Our Members
Jean Piaget, a 20th-century child
psychologist, believed that
children begin life as egocentric
creatures and eventually
transition into sociocentrism.
Kids are only aware of
themselves, but they slowly
grow to realize that they
function as part of a larger
group. So too is the heart belief
of Valerie Marriott, one of our
African American sisters. Before
the COVID-19 Pandemic cause

by Catherine Morgan

our Church to close down,
Valerie attended the Traditional
Sunday Morning Worship. When
asked, which of the two services
she loves to attend most times,
she responded by saying, 'the
Tradition Service, because she
loves the singing of the hymns;
and grew up singing hymns,
which are a source of blessings
to her.'

Valerie is now a retired
Registered Nurse/Certified
Social Worker. Her nursing
career stems over forty-plus
years, and she has dedicated
many of those years to the
Welfare of children and youths.
Like Jean Piaget, Valerie studied
children, adolescents, and
young adults' social psychology
to help this generation – our
future leaders and parents. She
studied Nursing in college and
graduated with a BSN degree
and a Master's in Social Work.
Much later, Valerie attended
Villanova University for a Post
Graduate Certificate program at
the Villanova University located
in King of Prussia, Pennsylvania.
During her visits to Villanova,
she fell in love with the
surroundings and decided to
make Pennsylvania her home.
When asked Valerie why she fell
in love with King of Prussia's
town, she responded by saying
that it resembles the countryside atmosphere in Jamaica
where she was born. She longed
to return to such an atmosphere
where there are many trees and
plenty of luscious green land.

now twenty-three years since
she has called the Poconos her
home moving away from New
York City. Valerie is a member of
Mount Pocono UMC for the past
eight years. When asked why
she chose to make Mount
Pocono UMC as her home
Church, she said it was the
warm welcome she received
from Sarah Ashley, our former
pastor's wife. Once more, she
said that after visiting several
other churches in the
neighborhood and then coming
to worship with Mount Pocono
UMC, she truly felt this would
be her home church. Valerie has
now been a member of Mount
Pocono UMC for the past eight
years and has lived here in the
Poconos for twenty-three years.

Valerie enjoys volunteering and
has worked with the American
Red Cross of North East
Pennsylvania for several years.
She has recently embarked
upon a new adventure in
Financial Education and Health
Insurance Guidance. As we
continued talking about her
volunteering time, Valerie
describes her favorite Church
events and activities. Valerie
said that she is attending the
Valerie's home journey began
weekly Wednesday morning
when she later decided to
Bible study and is genuinely
purchase land in the Poconos
and built her home in 1998. It is enjoying the class sessions.

Tasty Tuesdays

Tasty Tuesdays ministry
continues in our church.
On the 1st and 3rd
Tuesday of each month
meals are delivered to
individuals who could
use them!
A meal made with
love doesn't only
feed hunger, it fills
loneliness, heals hurt
and brings joy.
If you know someone
who could use a meal
or if you would like to
provide a meal, please
contact Christine in the
church office.
Let's all help spread the
love!
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Furthermore, Valerie said that one of her
most favorite Church events is attending
the Christmas Concerts presented by our
organist Kurt Faussett and his family.
Along with the Christmas Concert, Valerie
also loves attending the Christmas and
Easter Cantatas presented by our church
choir and participating in serving the
Christmas Dinner to the community.
Valerie shared that she attends the Traditional Sunday morning services regularly.
When asked which of the services is her
best choice, she responded by saying 'the
Traditional service, because she loves
singing the hymns and reading the liturgy.'
Furthermore, she loves the hymns because she grew up singing them in elementary and high school; also, the hymns
are a source of spiritual strength and comfort. Along with the hymns, her favorite
Bible verse comes from Philippians 4:8.
In describing her family make-up of immediate and extended families, Valerie said
that at the age of 16, she migrated from
the Island of Jamaica West Indies to New
York to be with her mom and other siblings. She then completed her high school
education in Brooklyn, New York. After
graduating from college, Valerie fell in
love, got married, and that union produced a daughter who has now blessed
her with four beautiful grandchildren –
two boys and two girls. However, after
twenty-five years of marriage, Valerie said
they both fell apart and later divorced.
Valerie is the oldest of four children, two
brothers, and a younger sister. Presently,

she and her youngest brother are nextdoor neighbors to each other. Valerie continued by saying that both of her parents
have been deceased for several years and
spoke passionately of both parents, especially her mom.
In conclusion, Valeries' response to the
question - if there is anything that she
would like our past/current/and new
members to know about her; she
responded by saying that her favorite
hobby includes traveling and experiencing
other cultures, and seeing historical sites.
With much joy, Valerie said, "I am a
fervent gardener and loves to visit Lowes
for all of my gardening supplies." As she
continued to share her gardening joy,
Valerie said she also attends the yearly
Flower Shows in Philadelphia and other
surrounding towns. She often would find
unique flowers and plants to add to her
garden collections. Her love for gardening
was further shared by saying that she is
always tending to her garden during
spring, summer, and fall, and then turn to
her indoor gardening in the winter. It was
a moment of sharing and giving thanks to
God for His many blessings, as Valerie graciously took the time to share her story on
the evening of Thursday, February 18,
2021.

7 Reasons to Choose eGiving
Did you know our church offers multiple ways to give?
Our eGiving options are convenient alternatives to cash and checks,
which are difficult to use if you’re joining us virtually and can easily be
forgotten at home when worshipping in person. But that’s not the only
reason to consider our eGiving program for your one- time gifts or
recurring donations. Here are seven benefits of eGiving.
1. It Makes Giving Easy
eGiving makes it simple for you to give exactly how and when you want.
You can make a one-time donation or set up recurring gifts right from
your computer, tablet or phone.
2. It’s Safe and Secure
You never need to worry about your donation making it into our account.
Unlike with checks and cash, which can be misplaced, gifts made via
eGiving are directly sent to our church’s bank account. Our payment
solutions provider ensures your personal information remains secure.
3.No Cash, No Checks, No Problem
Never worry about forgetting your cash or checkbook at home again.
With eGiving, you can make a donation right from your phone. For
further worry- free giving, you can also set up recurring donations online,
so your gift continues even when you can’t make it to service.
4.You Can Choose Where Your Gift Goes
We know our members feel passionately about supporting many causes.
Our church uses donations to fund everything from mission trips to
building maintenance. When you make a gift using our eGiving tools, you
can direct the funds toward the cause you wish to support at our church.
5.It Gives Our Church Stability
Your generous donations support our mission, operations and many
ministries. By setting up recurring donations online, you enable us to
maintain financial stability and plan for the future.

Vanco
Many of you have asked for
a way to give to the
ministries of Mt. Pocono

UMC, especially during this
time of Covid.
As our outreach has
expanded through our
online ministries and the
need in our community has
increased.

6.You Can Give on the Go
With eGiving, you don’t have to physically be at church to contribute. Use
our church’s convenient eGiving tools to donate from the beach, on the We have partnered with
Vanco to this end, we thank
road or right at home.
you in advance for you gifts.

7.You Can Easily Track Your Giving History
From your eGiving account, you can view past donations, update bank
Pastor Bob
account or credit and debit card information, and set up recurring gifts or
adjust existing ones.
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KDO Highlights

Holiday Concert Band
Back for Easter!

Our bible story in February was
about Dorcas and how she helped
others by sewing clothing for them.
We all have gifts we can use to help
others. What’s yours?

After a more the 20
year hiatus, Holiday
Band will play for Easter.
Rehearsals will be
Tuesdays starting March
2nd from 6pm to 8pm.

The boys experiment with magic
milk and gears in this science activity
(on left) and Lego painting (below).

Activities like this one
promote growing minds.
Young children learn by
doing.

All that is needed is an
instrument, a stand if
you own one, and a
willingness to play.
If you are interested,
please call Will Gross at
570-202-5371 or Wendy
Gross at 570-977-1798.

Interacting with new
materials and experiences
causes important
connections to develop in
their brains. 90% of brain
growth takes place by age 5.
At KDO we grow brains!

Preschool and K-Grade 5 Enrollment is open. Call or email Ms.
Helen for more information! 570 839-1646, kdops@ptd.net
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KIDS’ DAY OUT SUMMER
Join us for fun and learning!

Day Camp
Daily from 9:30 – 1:30 for ages 3-12. Activities include water fun days, field trips to the park and
movie theatre, picnics, treasure hunts, arts and crafts, outdoor play and more!
Learning Camp and Tutoring – Forget the Summer
Brain Drain!
1-hour sessions for Pre-K – 5th graders
Practice skills in handwriting, print or cursive, reading,
or math this summer! Fun activities and small group or
individual instruction by trained/certified teaching staff.

STEM Camp in July for ages 3-12. STEM is real world focus using
hands-on-learning in the key areas of Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math.

Enroll in one, two, or all four programs. Class size is limited.
Contact Ms. Helen to register today!
9

My Church

MPUMC Sunshine List
This is a list of our
homebound members. We
ask that you send a little
card or note to each of
these members. If and
prayed for by their church
family. Let us know if there
is someone you would like
to add.
Anne-Louise Strickland
76 Village Road
Stroudsburg, PA 18360
Lois Dunker
Pleasant Valley Manor
4227 Manor Drive
Stroudsburg, PA 18360
Bonnie & Doug Myles
109 Munch Drive apt 201
Henryville, PA 18332
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by. Wanda Altemose

Why Mt. Pocono United
Methodist Church is my church?

Church? First and foremost, I
was born into it.

In the early 1900’s, my
grandparents became active
members of the little frame
church “on the hill”. Little did
they know their decision to actively join with other Christians
to serve God and their community would have such a lasting
effect on generations to come. I
can vividly remember my
grandmother baking,
crocheting, and stitching
together aprons all to be sold at
the church socials held on the
front lawn of the church.
Fund-raising helped to supply
the means needed to continue
the mission of this “little church
on the hill”, and dedicated
church families joined together
in Christian unity to make it
happen.

I followed the example set
before me by those who came
before me. I was and still am a
willing participant in serving my
God and community at the now
“little stone church on the hill”,
by helping to fulfill the mission
started so many years ago. The
sacrifices of those who came
before us are our blessings
today.

My father and mother
continued this tradition of
service by participating in the
church choir. My mother sang
alto and my father sang
whatever range suited him at
the time. Their love of singing
praise and thanksgiving to our
God made a solid impression
and example for me to follow.
So why is the Mt. Pocono
United Methodist Church my

We need to continue to give of
our time, service and talents,
for surely it is more blessed to
give than to receive. I feel
honored and blessed to be a
member of this congregation.
The work we do today, in His
name, will continue to affect
generations to come. It is
important that we continue the
good work set before us giving
our grandchildren and
great-grandchildren a reason to
look back and say “thank you,
good and faithful servants.”
2 Corinthians 9:7 - “Each one
must give as he has decided in
his heart, not grudgingly or
under compulsion, for God loves
a cheerful giver.”

Through God’s help, I/we will commit myself/ourselves to do His work
as part of the Mt. Pocono United Methodist Church in the following ways;
Name ___________________________________________________________________________________
Phone (

) _________________________ E-mail (Print legibly) _____________________________

Worship

Outreach

Newsletter writer

I attend at: 9:00( ) / 10:30( )
I am willing to serve at:
9:0 ( ) / 10:30 ( )

Backpack Ministry
( )
Directory Update
( )
Directory Pictures
( )
Track attendance weekly ( )
Guest Visitation
( )
Help our seniors
( )
Homebound Meals
( )
Input Vital Signs
( )
Ride share
( )
We miss you Postcards
( )

Worship Team Member

Activities
Game Night*
Movie Night*

( )
( )

Education
Children Sunday School
Nursery Help
Children’s Church Help
Youth Group
Vacation Bible School
Crafts
Games
Snacks
Receptionist
Adult Ministries
Small Groups
Teacher

( )
( )
( )
(
(
(
(

)
)
)
)

( )
( )

( )
( )
( )

Pastoral Care Ministry
Hospital Visitation
Shut-in Visitation

( )
( )

Prayer Ministry
E-mail Prayer Chain
Brother’s Keeper

( )
( )

Youth Ministry
Visit Youth Visitors ( )
Cards to College youth

( )

What Else?
Other ________________( )

E-mail coordinator
Graphic Designer
Sound Room
Maintain FB Site
Maintain Webpage
Mailchimp

( )
( )
( )
( )
( )
( )

Please fill out and
return to the form to
the church office.

( )
( )
( )
( )
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Visual Team Member

Missions
Food Pantry
Mission Local
Missions Overseas

Adult Choir Member
( )
Bell Choir
( )
Children Choir Member
( )
Greeter
( )
Liturgist
( )
Praise Team
( )
Prayer Rail
( )
Usher
( )
Welcome Center
( )

Technology

Events
Christmas Dinner
Yard Sale
Holiday Programs

( )

( )
( )
( )

Photographer
Videographer
Video editor
Design Brochures

New Email: GMAIL!
Hello everyone,
We’ve just gone Google! The church office is now the proud
owner of a shiny new Gmail address: mpumcpa@gmail.com!
We have been using our google account more and more often
and may have noticed that the last few emails have come from
this address.

MPUMC Sunshine List
This is a list of our
homebound members. We
ask that you send a little
card or note to each of
these members. If and
prayed for by their church
family. Let us know if there
is someone you would like
to add.
Anne-Louise Strickland
76 Village Road
Stroudsburg, PA 18360
Lois Dunker
Pleasant Valley Manor
4227 Manor Drive
Stroudsburg, PA 18360
Bonnie & Doug Myles
109 Munch Drive apt 201
Henryville, PA 18332
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We felt the change was needed to move on from the old PTD
address since PTD has put a cap on the number of emails we
are able to send, and many emails were being bumped into
SPAM/Junk folders.
Furthermore we’ve changed the email settings of the old account and all the emails from now onward will be forwarded to
the new Gmail address. But you will receive a reply from the
new email address. Please change or add our new address to
your contacts.
Use mpumcpa@gmail.com to email the church office from now
on and get in touch with us whenever you’d like.
Be well,
Christine

Church Prayer List
God Listens to our prayers, so please take a moment to lift your heart and
hands together with ours in prayer for: Nancy H., Jill B., Marilyn M., Olive &
Jack D., Lauren & Diana D., the Davis Family, Beverly F., Galenda M., Mary &
George R., Thomasina S., Mary B., Grace M., Irene N., Cathie & Wayne M.,
Randy B., Kellyann M., Brandon B., Sandra B, Petra R., Bob A., Brian S. Jr,
Brian & Angela S., Cindy S., Brianna S., Lois D., Ruth G., Richard G., Tom B.,
Darian D., Laurie M., Don M., John & Amber W., Carol & Grier H., Diana F.,
Ingrid W., Tania, Rusty & Janie B. and Amanda, Bailey, Jared & Sarah, Chris
K., Roberta D., Melissa L., Gertrude S., Kristin R., Winifred B., Julius, Irene B.,
Bob & Debbie J., Chuck, Lisa, Kayla, Jessica R., Sheryl H., Susan Y., Briana D.,
Mark W., Joan C., Friends and loved ones facing health challenges, cancer
treatment, pending surgeries, post-surgery recovery, Prayers for strength
and safety for Doctors, nurses and all essential workers during this spike in
COVID cases, May God’s healing cover all who need His Touch.

March 2021
Sun

Mon
1

Tue
2

7:30 p.m. AA,
FH

7
9 am Contemporary
Worship
10:30 am
Traditional
12 pm Fuente
De Agua
3pm Igelesia
de Dios

14
9 am Contemporary
Worship
10:30 am
Traditional
12 pm Fuente
De Agua
3pm Igelesia
de Dios

21

8

Sunday
9 am Contemporary
Worship
10:30 am
Traditional
12 pm Fuente
De Agua
3pm Igelesia
de Dios

3

10

11

7:30 p.m.
Praise TeamCovenant

15

16

17

7:30 p.m. AA,
FH

22

23

29

4

6:00 p.m.
Bells
7:45 p.m.
Choir

7:30 p.m. AA,
FH

7:00 p.m.
Council

Thu

7:30 p.m.
Praise TeamCovenant

7:00 p.m.
Finance

9 am Contemporary
Worship
10:30 am
Traditional
12 pm Fuente
De Agua
3pm Igelesia
de Dios

28 Palm

9

Wed

18

6:00 p.m.
Bells
7:45 p.m.
Choir

24

25

7:30 p.m.
Praise TeamCovenant

30

31

5

6:00 p.m.
Bells
7:45 p.m.
Choir

Sat
6
9:00 a.m.
Haitian
Church—
S,K,FH
8:30 p.m. AA,
FH

12

13
9:00 a.m.
Haitian
Church—
S,K,FH

6:00 p.m.
Bells
7:45 p.m.
Choir

7:30 p.m.
Praise TeamCovenant

7:30 p.m. AA,
FH

Fri

8:30 p.m. AA,
FH

19

20
9:00 a.m.
Haitian
Church—
S,K,FH
8:30 p.m. AA,
FH

26

27
9:00 a.m.
Haitian
Church—
S,K,FH
8:30 p.m. AA,
FH

Birthdays &
Anniversaries
1 Winifred Bean
2 Heidi Minich
3 Catherine Morgan
4 Ann-Louise Strickland
6 Donna Read - Gail Vogel
8 Karen Planer
9 Susan Youngken
10 Rebecca Kaddis Eddie Lester
11 Bryan Storm
13 Robert Cook
Samantha Grubb
14 Bryan Kinsley
18 Sarina Cook
19 Nathaniel Heck
20 Wayne Gross
21Thomas Bertig
25 Darrell Lehman
Mark Williams
27 Justin Capone
28 Jack Kalins
31 Elizabeth Kelso

Anniversaries
2 Maria & Nelson Rodriguez
30 Helen & Mark Van Sise
If you have a
birthday or anniversary that
you would like listed, please
contact the office to be
added for the next
newsletter.
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Rev. Bob Amundsen
Pastor
Helen VanSise
KDO Preschool Director
Christine Collazo
Church Secretary
Kurt Faussette Music
Director/Organist
Raymond Faussette
Worship Team Leader
Wendy Gross Bell
Choir Director

Mount Pocono United Methodist Church
12 Church Avenue
Mt. Pocono, PA 18344
Phone: 570-839-9902
E-mail: mpumc@gmail.com
Website: www.mtpoconoumc.org
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