Mt. Pocono United Methodist Church
Our Mission is to call, nurture
and send disciples for Jesus Christ.

February 2021
From Pastor Bob
“And we know that God causes all things to work together for good
to those who love God, to those who are called according to His
purpose.” Romans 8:28
Each and every day I’m amazed at God’s blessings. I shouldn’t be,
but I am. I am amazed because as a human who is far from perfect,
when God makes His presence known, it is always so much more
than we can ever do.
I am also amazed in what I am seeing in the church universal and in
our local church. Since last March although Covid-19 has been the
topic of almost every conversation, and part of every worship
service, mission project and ministry opportunity, the church
continues to grow. We have people who are now regularly
worshiping with us who live in Ohio, Missouri, Ghana, Bensalem, and
so many other places.
And although we could let the many negative things that Covid-19
has created hold us back, we have chosen to move forward.
Beginning in March we will be mailing out over 200 printed
newsletters to our church members and friends of our church. And
we are working on a plan to send out to those who want a CD or a
DVD of the worship services each month. So they can continue to
feel the closeness of the church they love. These ideas did not just
happen they came from a survey we had sent out in November
where we found out that the majority of our church does not have
access to the Internet.
In January we brought on two new Interns, Kayana and Kennesha
from the Media Technology Department at East Stroudsburg
University to help us put these things together. Please take the time
to read their introductions in this month’s newsletter and get to
know them by reaching out to them.
(Continued on page 2)
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All Services are
Currently Virtual
Worship Only
Contemporary
Service
9:00 a.m.
Traditional Service
10:30 a.m.

I have asked our two Lay
Leaders, Kristin Grubb and
Catherine Morgan to connect
with our membership and
include in each month’s
newsletter an interview with
our current members, it will be
called “Get to Know Our
Members.” I have also
reached out to others who will
tell us a little about “why, Mt.
Pocono UMC is their church.”
If you have any ideas on other
articles, or things we might do,
please reach out to me, or
Christine Collazo our church
administrative assistant and let
us know.
Contact Information
www.mtpoconoumc.org

Church Office:
(570) 839-9902
mtpumc@ptd.net
9 a.m.-2 p.m.
Monday-Friday
KDO Preschool
(570) 839-1646
kdops@ptd.net
Rev. Bob Amundsen
(570) 688-5929
pastorbobumc@gmail.com

Pastor’s Office Hours
11 am-2 pm
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As a church, we are called to
be the hands and feet of Jesus,
and so please take time in
prayer, to see how you can
help us with that endeavor,
and whether we do it now
virtually or know that you are
anticipating doing these things
when we can gather in person
again.
I pray that all of you are well,
that you are confident God is
in control and feel blessed
each day that God is amazing.
If we have not talked, or met,
or if you would like to do so,
please reach out and let me
know.

“We have people who are now regularly worshiping with us
who live in Ohio, Missouri, Ghana, Bensalem, and so many
other places.”
I am honored to be your
pastor; and I cannot wait until
this pandemic is over so I can
meet all of you face to face.
We are all doing the best we
can to be the best we can be
but we can use your help. In
the March newsletter we will
be including a sheet called “My
Commitment.” In my previous
churches during our stewardship time we have included
this as addition to our financial
commitment.

While in person meetings are
not easy, we can chat on the
phone, meet on Zoom or we
can do a socially distanced
meeting in our parlor.

In His service, Pastor Bob and
Nancy (Wesley too).

Tools For Ministry
Communion Offering
Our Communion
Offering for the first
Sunday in
February will be:
Pastor's Discretionary
Fund
PA United States Morning Schedule:
• 8:40 AM – Plenary (Including opening Devotions with Bishop
Peggy Johnson, Text to Give Offering opportunity with proceeds
going to Antiracism POWER Organization, Philadelphia)
•

9:00 AM – Session A Workshops
•

10:30 AM – Break
10:45 AM – Session B Workshops

Cost: $5
Venue: Online via Zoom
Find Brochure Below:
https://www.epaumc.org/wp-content/uploads/2021-Tools-forMinistry-Brochure.pdf

Ash Wednesday
February 17th
Virtual Service 7PM
Details to Come

This offering will
support the Pastor’s
Discretionary Fund. The
fund helps members
and non-members who
may need urgent
support. This enables
the pastor to meet
some of these emergency needs and still
maintain confidentiality.
The church is not able
to help everyone but
these funds ensure that
we are able to help
some people.
Communion envelopes
will be in the bulletin
for your giving.
Thank you so much and
God bless you.
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Holiday Concert Band

KDO Highlights
Below Noah stirs up some
banana bread.

Back for Easter!
After a more the 20
year hiatus, Holiday
Band will play for Easter.
Rehearsals will be
Tuesdays starting March
2nd from 6pm to 8pm.

In our bible story this month we
learned about the miracle when
Jesus calmed the storm. We
just need to turn to Jesus to
calm all the storms in our lives.
We can write our names, even
in shaving cream! (above).

All that is needed is an
instrument, a stand if
you own one, and a
willingness to play.
If you are interested,
please call Will Gross at
570-202-5371 or Wendy
Gross at 570-977-1798.
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Preschool and K-Grade 5
Enrollment is open. Call or
email Ms. Helen for more
information! 570 839-1646,
kdops@ptd.net

KIDS’ NIGHT OUT!

FRIDAY, February 19th
5:00 – 9:00 p.m. $20 per child,
ages 2 and up, siblings welcome.
DROP OFF YOUR CHILDREN FOR A NIGHT OUT!
FUN FILLED ACTIVITIES INCLUDING DINNER, CRAFTS,
DANCING, PLAY, AND MUCH MORE!
SIGN UP with Ms. Helen (570) 839-1646 or
kdops@ptd.net

Meet the interns!
Greetings, My name is Kayana
Brown, and I am one of Pastor
Bob’s newest digital marketing
interns for this semester at
Mount Pocono United
Methodist Church. I am
currently a junior studying Communication
Studies at East Stroudsburg University, and I am
positively delighted by the fact that I have the
opportunity to utilize my area of expertise to
serve in your church and help your
community. Although, it’s only just the
beginning, I can sufficiently say that I see the
favorable hand of our Lord abundantly over all
the tremendous work being done here at Mt.
Pocono UMC.

“Hello! My name is Kennesha
and I’m so excited to be
serving as an intern with Mt
Pocono United Methodist
Church.
I’m a Communication major over
at East Stroudsburg University with a deep
passion for music and a love for all things
having to do with reading and writing. Some of
my earliest memories involve me having a
book in my hands and that just transferred over
to my current obsession with news and
politics. Being a part of this church’s newsletter
team is a dream come true for me and I can’t
wait to learn more about you all and the church
itself!”

Therefore, as a fellow believer myself, I am
genuinely looking forward to whatever
marvelous plan that our Lord God has in store
for us this semester as we seek to work
together. We, as a people, are in an interesting
season of life, but we are so blessed to still be
here to even speak of it. So, let us take heart in
the great things that God has done for us thus
far. We have made it to see a new year, full of
new graces, mercies, plans, and purpose.
And I may not be fully aware of what God’s
purpose is here, but I am so glad that I am
blessed enough to partner with you all and be
apart of it.
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My Church

by. Mason Linn

Hello from Frederick!
I used to live in Mt. Pocono and regularly worshiped in a neat little
Methodist Church there. You ask– how did that work out?
Well, it was an important part of my family’s life. We raised 5
children there; all 5 attended Sunday School and sang in Yvonne’s
Cherub Choir. My wife sang in the church choir for 50 years and you
helped me celebrate her life at death. Me– the church was a big part of
my life– Lay Leader for 33 years, worked closely with 6 different Pastors,
was a trustee, served on PPR (the old Pastor Parish Relations(, Finance,
and chaired the Building Committee that added a two million dollar
addition for worship and administration.
Involved—yea sir! Part of my DNA.

Vanco
Many of you have asked for
a way to give to the
ministries of Mt. Pocono
UMC, especially during this

time of Covid.

And just for fun, a few fond MPUMC remembrances:

 I celebrates with you when we burned the mortgage.
 I felt the presence of God during a religion-in-Life weekend led by
my good friend Bill Sandel

 I prayed with you during the time we couldn’t pay the mortgage
 I wept with you in those grieving sessions anticipating the death of
our beloved Pastor, Ken Williams

As our outreach has
expanded through our
online ministries and the
need in our community has
increased.

 I reveal my age when I recall that I hired the very first Church
secretary– for Wes Meixell. Her name was Adele

 I found the Risen Christ in foreign lands as we helped Fred Day and
our crew refurbish a church manse in Belize

 I worked on other duties as I sparred with Jane Williams over her
cat in the parsonage.

But, that’s history. I now worship at Frederick Living Retirement Home–
locked down because of the pandemic. Sunday worship and Bible study
We have partnered with
via closed circuit TV. Wonderful Chaplain-really knows his bible. He
Vanco to this end, we thank talked me into reading the entire bible in 2021. I’m trying.
you in advance for you gifts. I can no longer offer my talents as part of your leadership, and I can’t sit
in my favorite pew for Sunday worship. But can I continue to be
Pastor Bob
supportive? You bet! Include Mt. Pocono UMC in my will? DONE!
https://mtpoconoumc.org/vanco/
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And the Lord said “it was good.” Sahlom
Mason Linn

Meet Our Members
According to
William
Shakespeare,
who once
said, "If
music is the
food of love
– then play on"; so too, I believe, is
the heart sentiments of our former
Church Praise Band leader Lloyd
Keller. I say former praise band
leader because of the COVID
Pandemic and the new arrival in
Lloyd's family of a precious baby
girl; Lloyd and his family now
worship with us online.
Lloyd was very impressed
by his love for music, his years of
professional teaching in the
educational system, and his music
knowledge. I have interviewed
Lloyd for our Church's first
monthly letter of "Meet our
Members" on the evening of
Monday, January 25, 2021. Lloyd
has been a member of our Church
– Mount Pocono UMC as stated –
his whole life of 44 years. As one
can say, he is a son of Mount
Pocono UMC.
When Lloyd was asked how
long he has also lived in the
Poconos, he responded by saying
again, his whole life except for
living and working in Delaware
State for 3 years. During his stay
in Delaware, he worked as a music

by Catherine Morgan

teacher in the Brandywine School
District, after which he returned to
the Poconos.
Lloyd and his immediate
family are made up of his wife Erin
and their beautiful six-month-old
daughter Emblyn. Interestingly,
Emblyn was born in the heart of
the COVID Pandemic with a host of
prayers from families and friends
surrounding both her and her
mom Erin. Lloyd's mom Jean
Moyer, one of our dear church
sisters and friend, also lives here in
Mount Pocono. Along with his
mom, Lloyd's brother Scott and his
wife Twila live in New York. His
father Elhanna and his step mom
Sue, and stepbrother Adam and
wife Kelly Gumble, and their two
sons Bennett and Dorian all living
in Lancaster, PA. Also, Lloyd has
his in-laws – Erin his wife's parents, Richard and Karen Vogel who
lives in Illinois.
The genuine love and gift of
music is truly the leading force in
Lloyd's professional career and
life, as he so demonstrated in his
response by saying that he has
been sharing his gift and love of
music for the past twenty years in
secular and spiritual fields. Lloyd
has been working in the East
Stroudsburg School District for 20
years now as a music teacher,
teaching children in the classroom

Desire Giving
Envelopes
Since regular Church
attendance could be
sporadic for some time I
have not yet prepared
Giving Envelopes for
2021. We are all thankful
that so many of you have
sent in your offerings to
the office, or participated
in the "Electronic Funds
Transfer" (EFT) programs
through VANCO or PayPal
giving. (More options
may soon be
available.) Your faithful
giving helps the work of
the Church continue,
however different it
looks. In that light,
should you still wish to
have Giving Envelopes,
please contact the Church
Office and we will get
them to you accordingly.
May God Bless all your
gifts, and Bless YOU as a
gift in His
Name.
Ann Davis
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MPUMC Sunshine List
This is a list of our
homebound members. We
ask that you send a little
card or note to each of
these members. If and
prayed for by their church
family. Let us know if there
is someone you would like
to add.
Anne-Louise Strickland
76 Village Road
Stroudsburg, PA 18360
Lois Dunker
Pleasant Valley Manor
4227 Manor Drive
Stroudsburg, PA 18360
Bonnie & Doug Myles
109 Munch Drive apt 201
Henryville, PA 18332
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from kindergarten to grade 5.
Lloyd has also shared his
musical gift with our Church as
the Praise Band leader for
several years.
When asked what he
would like for all of our members to know about him, Lloyd
replied with great joy in his
voice that he really feels like
music is one of the most
wonderful gifts he has received
from God. He would continue
to give thanks for his gift and
continue to share it with his
students and his church family.
Lloyd spoke of the joy he
experienced while working and
worshiping with our Church
praise team and the times he
played for and conducted the
Praise Band at Youth Retreats

at Pocono Plateau.
Lloyd's enthusiasm for
music was duly resonated in
our conversation. I truly
received a blessing as he
echoed his thanks to God for
all the blessings in his life,
affording him such a gift and
talent of music that he would
continue sharing not only with
his students but with his
church family and all whom
God places in his life.
"Rejoice in the LORD,
O ye righteous; for praise is
comely for the upright.
Praise the LORD with the harp;
sing unto him with the psaltery
and an instrument of ten
strings.

“...he has been sharing his gift and love of music for the past twenty
years in secular and spiritual fields. “

Church Prayer List
God Listens to our prayers, so please take a moment to lift your heart and
hands together with ours in prayer for: Nancy H., Jill B., Marilyn M., Olive &
Jack D., Lauren & Diana D., the Davis Family, Beverly F., Galenda M., Mary &
George R., Thomasina S., Mary B., Grace M., Irene N., Cathie & Wayne M.,
Randy B., Kellyann M., Brandon B., Sandra B, Petra R., Bob A., Brian S. Jr,
Brian & Angela S., Cindy S., Brianna S., Lois D., Ruth G., Richard G., Tom B.,
Darian D., Laurie M., Don M., John & Amber W., Carol & Grier H., Diana F.,
Ingrid W., Tania, Rusty & Janie B. and Amanda, Bailey, Jared & Sarah, Chris
K., Roberta D., Melissa L., Gertrude S., Kristin R., Winifred B., Julius, Irene B.,
Bob & Debbie J., Chuck, Lisa, Kayla, Jessica R., Sheryl H., Susan Y., Briana D.,
Mark W., Joan C., Friends and loved ones facing health challenges, cancer
treatment, pending surgeries, post-surgery recovery, Prayers for strength
and safety for Doctors, nurses and all essential workers during this spike in
COVID cases, May God’s healing cover all who need His Touch.

February 2021
Sun

Mon
1

Tue
2

7:30 p.m. AA,
FH

Wed
3

7:30 p.m.
Praise TeamCovenant

Thu
4

Fri
5

Sat
6
9:00 a.m.
Haitian
Church—
S,K,FH

6:00 p.m.
Bells
7:45 p.m.
Choir

8:30 p.m. AA,
FH

Our own Paige Tallmadge
has created a patreon site
to help raise money for the
Mt Pocono UMC.
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9 am Contemporary
Worship
10:30 am
Traditional
12 pm Fuente
De Agua
3pm Igelesia
de Dios

14
9 am Contemporary
Worship
10:30 am
Traditional
12 pm Fuente
De Agua
3pm Igelesia
de Dios

21
9 am Contemporary
Worship
10:30 am
Traditional
12 pm Fuente
De Agua
3pm Igelesia
de Dios

28
9 am Contemporary
Worship
10:30 am
Traditional
12 pm Fuente
De Agua
3pm Igelesia
de Dios
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7:00 p.m.
Finance

15

9

7:30 p.m. AA,
FH

16

10

7:30 p.m.
Praise TeamCovenant

17 Ash

11

12

9:00 a.m.
Haitian
Church—
S,K,FH

6:00 p.m.
Bells
7:45 p.m.
Choir

8:30 p.m. AA,
FH

7:00 p.m.
Council

7:30 p.m. AA,
FH

22

23

24

7:30 p.m. AA,
FH

7:30 p.m.
Praise TeamCovenant

From Paige: please consider
donation to my Patreon
page. My goal is to have
`100 people donate one
dollar per month.

18

19

6:00 p.m.
Bells
7:45 p.m.
Choir

25

6:00 p.m.
Bells
7:45 p.m.
Choir

20
9:00 a.m.
Haitian
Church—
S,K,FH

Wednesday

7:30 p.m.
Praise TeamCovenant

13

8:30 p.m. AA,
FH

26

27
9:00 a.m.
Haitian
Church—
S,K,FH
8:30 p.m. AA,
FH

All money that is raised will
go directly to the Mt.
Pocono UMC.
I will be posting one or
more songs per month.

You can donate and
become a patron at
www.patreon.com/
ptallmadge
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Rev. Bob Amundsen
Pastor
Helen VanSise
KDO Preschool Director
Christine Collazo
Church Secretary
Kurt Faussette Music
Director/Organist
Raymond Faussette
Worship Team Leader
Wendy Gross Bell
Choir Director

Mount Pocono United Methodist Church
12 Church Avenue
Mt. Pocono, PA 18344
Phone: 570-839-9902
E-mail: mtpumc@ptd.net
Website: www.mtpoconoumc.org

PLEASE
PLACE
STAMP
HERE

